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The 2012-2013 Winter—Record Precipitation and Floods in the Southern Negev

and South Arava
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ABSTRACT
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Between 1995 and 2009 there were very few rainy events in the southern Negev, South Arava,
and Eilat. These dry years caused high mortality rates of acacia trees and desiccation of springs.
In autumn and winter of 2012-2013 we were blessed with 10 rainy events within a period of
6 months! Since the beginning of data collection in 1949 there has not been a year with as
many rainy events as this. During one of these events record discharge was measured in Amram
River on November 18, 2012 (27 mm precipitation in less than an hour, flood level of 1.4 m,
and a discharge of 77 m®/s!). Another rare event occurred on May 13, 2013 during which a cold
front lowered temperatures drastically, caused a thunderstorm and unusually strong winds, and
produced local rainfall of up to 12 mm. One of the most interesting questions is: are the changes in
rain distribution and quantity caused by ongoing global climate change? To answer this question

Rain events

constant monitoring and specific measurements of precipitation and flood events must continue.
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A Unique Description of the Dead Sea Region and Crusader Warriors' Faith

in Medieval Literature
S. Lotan
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ABSTRACT

It seems that one of the periods of great interest in the history of the Holy Land was the period of
Crusader rule in the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem during the 12th-13th centuries. The remains of
this glorious period are extensive in ancient cities such as Jerusalem, Acre, Jaffa and Caesarea, as
well as in fortresses such as Athlit and Montfort. What, in fact, was the impact of the Crusaders
within the Kingdom? Unfortunately, the Judean Desert and the Dead Sea region do not contain
sufficient evidence to allow us to answer this question.

One of the unique descriptions written by the German pilgrim Ludolph von Suchem in 1340, some
50 years after the fall of the Latin Kingdom to the Mamluks from Egypt, sheds new light on this
area on the eastern border of the former Crusader Kingdom. The pilgrim’s strange story of his
meeting with a few Christians, elderly Templar warriors who had been captured in battle, sold into
slavery and forgotten in this distant area, presents us with a different description of the Dead Sea
and its surroundings. These and other topics are described in this essay.

It is important to note that, particularly today, 700 years after the destruction of the Templars in
1314, this historical event contributes to the description of an isolated area of the Holy Land. In
addition to that, it demonstrates the emphasis on the rule of the Military Order which operated in
the Latin Kingdom and was deployed in Europe by dispossessing its enemies at the beginning of
the 14th century.
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von Suchem, L., 1851. Liber de itinere Terrae Sanctae. In:
Deycks F., (Ed.) De Itinere Terrae Sanctae Liber. Stuttgart:
Litterarischer Vereins. ch. 41: 89.
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From Tourism Clusters to Tourism Route
along the Great Rift Valley, Israel
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ABSTRACT

Keywords:
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Route 90 south

Great Rift Valley Route

This article focuses on identification of tourism clusters along the southern section of route 90 as
a means of regional development via the tourism industry. This section of the route extends along
300 kilometers and connects the central parts of Israel, including Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, with the
Dead Sea and Eastern Negev area down to Eilat. Several tourism clusters have been identified.
However, the article poses a theoretical and practical question regarding future development: Is it
advisable to continue relying on the cluster strategy or rather moving to the application of tourism
route strategy? Findings suggest that adapting tourism route strategy is preferable. This is because
the probability of cooperation between neighboring tourism clusters as a means of expanding
tourism activities is considered unlikely due to variation in the types of accommodation offered
and ensuing divergent interests. This deficiency can be remedied by employing tourism route
strategy of development. This strategy relies heavily on joint marketing program which is easier to
achieve among the operators belonging to diverse clusters.
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