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Dear friends,

We are delighted to present to you the Arava Institute and Friends of the 
Arava Institute’s annual report. Over this past year, the impact of climate 
change has received greater worldwide attention, and the Arava Institute is 
an important part of the response. In October 2021, Arava Institute leaders 
traveled to Glasgow to participate in the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference – COP26. The conference highlighted the urgent need for 
regional cooperation to ensure a sustainable future for all. The Institute’s 
applied environmental diplomacy efforts are addressing the regional effects 
of global climate change. We brought recycled water to Palestinian farmers, 
harnessed the sun’s energy for agriculture in Israel, and empowered 
another diverse generation of environmental peacebuilders. As travel 
restrictions lifted, the student body at the Institute again grew. We also 
welcomed new leadership and staff members who carry a renewed and 
exciting vision. We are tremendously grateful to our community of global 
changemakers who enable us to advance cross-border environmental 
cooperation between Israel, Palestine, and Jordan to strengthen vulnerable 
communities and change the region’s trajectory. We are excited that people 
are traveling once again and thrilled to welcome our supporters to the Arava 
Institute. Thank you for your generous support, which makes this essential 
work possible. 

Miriam May

Chief Executive Officer
Friends of the Arava Institute

Michael Marcus

Chair, Board of Directors
Friends of the Arava Institute

Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed

Executive Director, Arava Institute  
for Environmental Studies
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w ACADEMIC STRENGTH: The Institute once  
again brought a diverse student body to campus. 
Alongside Israelis, Jordanians, and Palestinians, 
students represented countries such as the US, 
Canada, Germany, Sudan, and the UK

w RESEARCH INNOVATION: New, innovative farming 
methods were piloted to address the desertification 
of land resulting from climate change 

w LEADERSHIP IN CLIMATE COOPERATION: 
Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed co-chaired the Regional 
Cooperation Working Group of Israeli President 
Isaac Herzog’s Climate Forum

w INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION: Arava Institute 
leadership participated in the UN Conference on 
Climate Change, COP26, and the Institute received 
accreditation to the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP)

LAST YEAR  
AT A  
GLANCE
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At COP26, our leadership amplified the Arava Institute’s 
important transboundary environmental work, learned more 
about other approaches, and initiated new international 
partnerships in our mission to face the climate crisis.  

 

COP26 
UN Conference  
on Climate Change 
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ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Throughout the academic year, the Arava Institute was confronted 
with COVID-19 challenges as well as rising political unrest in the 
region. Our close-knit campus community banded together to face 
these complexities. Over 80 students studied at the Arava Institute 
during the 2021-22 academic year. For the first time since the start 
of the pandemic, a significant group of international students from the 
US, Canada, Sudan, Germany and the UK joined Israeli, Jordanian, 
Palestinian and Bedouin students on campus. 

Students and interns drew connections between their studies and the 
climate crisis through classes such as Climate Change in the Middle 
East and Post-Oil; Statistical Reasoning for Environmental Scientists; 
and research in transboundary water diplomacy, butterfly biodiversity 
in Jordan, and the use of grey water to irrigate crops. 
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“I moved to Israel when I was five years 
old, but I had never formed friendships 

with Arab Israelis. Now, I have Palestinian 
friends who listen to my perspective and 

acknowledge my pain — and I hear theirs. 
The conversations are difficult, but we do 
not have the luxury to disengage…I wish 

for us all to learn to see each other  
as humans — to bear witness  
to each other’s pain, to hear  

one another’s stories.”  
– STUDENT, SPRING 2022

“The Arava Institute is a life- 
changing place. It is true when they  
say that environmental issues have  
no real borders. They both concern  

and connect the entire world…  
I have grown, learned, laughed and 

experienced some of the most  
foundational moments of my life so far.” 

 – STUDENT, SPRING 2022
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INTRODUCING  
NEW STAFF MEMBERS 

Dr. Tali Zohar became Director of the 
Institute’s Center for Renewable Energy 
and Energy Conservation earlier this 
year. With degrees from the Ruppin 
Academic Center and the University 
of Haifa, she is now pursuing research 
to address the water-energy-food 
nexus, the assimilation of low-carbon 
technologies, and sustainable local 
solutions for water scarcity and clean 
energy production. Her research 
addresses the increased desertification 
of the region caused by climate change. 
In addition to her research, Dr. Zohar 
teaches Alternative Energy Science at 
the Institute. 

Dr. Jessica Schäckermann became 
Academic Director in August 2021 
after serving as a lecturer at the 
Arava Institute. With degrees from the 
Georg-August-Universität Göttingen, 
the Leuphana Universität Lüneburg in 
Germany, and The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, she is now engaged in socio-
ecological research and agroecology, 
working with both The Dead Sea-Arava 
Science Center and the Agricultural  
R&D Center in the Southern Arava. 
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video profile online

video profile online
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAE6gIgL-TE/tdjD4nIa39rhCnnXl485cQ/watch?utm_content=DAE6gIgL-TE&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://www.canva.com/design/DAE6gMs8YGQ/OzVacTNGI65P-YV2hK_KIg/watch?utm_content=DAE6gMs8YGQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink


INTRODUCING  
NEW STAFF MEMBERS 

Students Mobilizing for Climate Action

Just a week before attending COP26, our Deputy Director, Eliza 
Mayo, participated in the Tel Aviv Climate March with some of the 
Institute’s current students and alumni. Arava Institute students 
marched in yellow and decorated in sunflowers. Like the sunflower 
is resilient to climate change, we are aspiring to create resilience for 
nature and the most vulnerable parts of society and humanity who 
will be heavily affected by climate change.

Innovative Research

Arava Institute scientists and researchers engage in cutting-edge 
research and introduce innovative technology. This past year, our 
researchers published more than twenty articles in scientific journals 
as well as proceedings from conferences. Here are just a couple: 

TAREQ ABU HAMED
“Small-Size Biogas Technology 
Applications for Rural Areas 
in the Context of Developing 
Countries” 
A chapter in Anaerobic Digestion 
in Built Environments from 
IntechOpen, March 2021 

SIBEL RAQUEL ERSOY, JULIA 
TERRAPON-PFAFF, TAREQ ABU 
HAMED, JOZSEF KADAR
Sustainable Transformation 
of Israel’s Energy System: 
Development of a Phased Model
Climate Change, Energy and 
Environment, Friedrich Ebert 
Stiftung, September 2021
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AGRIVOLTAICS  
(AGRIPV FARMS) 

Food systems in the Middle East are increasingly vulnerable to 
changes in climate, which are leading to an alarming increase 
in aridity in the region. To address the threats of water scarcity 
and food insecurity and to bolster the use of solar energy, 
the Arava Institute is piloting a novel ecosystem approach, 
Agrivoltaics, which is the simultaneous use of land for both 
solar power generation and farming. 

Agrivoltaics offers solutions to farmers whose crop yields  
are suffering from the impacts of climate change. It will  
support economic stability and well-being for the families  
and communities. This is the first  AgriPV pilot in Israel. 
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AGRIVOLTAICS  
(AGRIPV FARMS) 

AGRIVOLTAICS
Agrivoltaics is the simultaneous use of land  

for solar power generation and farming.  
Agrivoltaics offers solutions to farmers whose crop yields 

are suffering from the impacts of climate change. 

AGRIVOLTAICS

Saving & Producing Energy Saving Water

Increasing Crop Yield

Agrivoltaics is the simultaneous use of land for solar
power generation & farming. Agrivoltaics offers solutions

to farmers whose crop yields are suffering from the
impacts of climate change. 

There are cooler conditions below
the solar PV panels (created by the

plants, irrigation & shade). This
reduces the temperature of the

panels & increases their efficiency
generating renewable energy.

Our crops are grown in the
partial shade of the solar PV
panels. As a result, the crops
require less water therefore
contributing to sustainable

water management.

This energy & food generating ecosystem is an important mechanism for
maximizing crop yields, efficiently delivering water to plants & generating

renewable energy in dryland environments.

 
 
 

The Middle East faces extreme heat waves and severe drought 
 

Agrivoltaics will help farmers fight food insecurity
 

Agrivoltaics can bolster the resilience of solar energy & food production. 
It will allow farmers to maintain their farms in light of increased 

desertification & climate adaptation

W H Y  T H I S  M A T T E R S

Saving and  
Producing Energy

There are cooler 
conditions below 

the solar PV panels 
(created by  

the plants, irrigation 
and shade).  

This reduces the 
temperature of the 

panels and increases 
their efficiency 

generating  
renewable energy.
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water management.

This energy & food generating ecosystem is an important mechanism for
maximizing crop yields, efficiently delivering water to plants & generating

renewable energy in dryland environments.

 
 
 

The Middle East faces extreme heat waves and severe drought 
 

Agrivoltaics will help farmers fight food insecurity
 

Agrivoltaics can bolster the resilience of solar energy & food production. 
It will allow farmers to maintain their farms in light of increased 

desertification & climate adaptation

W H Y  T H I S  M A T T E R S

Saving  
Water

Our crops are 
grown in the 

partial shade of the 
solar PV panels. 
As a result, the 

crops require less 
water, therefore 
contributing to 

sustainable water 
management.

AGRIVOLTAICS

Saving & Producing Energy Saving Water

Increasing Crop Yield

Agrivoltaics is the simultaneous use of land for solar
power generation & farming. Agrivoltaics offers solutions

to farmers whose crop yields are suffering from the
impacts of climate change. 

There are cooler conditions below
the solar PV panels (created by the

plants, irrigation & shade). This
reduces the temperature of the

panels & increases their efficiency
generating renewable energy.

Our crops are grown in the
partial shade of the solar PV
panels. As a result, the crops
require less water therefore
contributing to sustainable

water management.

This energy & food generating ecosystem is an important mechanism for
maximizing crop yields, efficiently delivering water to plants & generating

renewable energy in dryland environments.

 
 
 

The Middle East faces extreme heat waves and severe drought 
 

Agrivoltaics will help farmers fight food insecurity
 

Agrivoltaics can bolster the resilience of solar energy & food production. 
It will allow farmers to maintain their farms in light of increased 

desertification & climate adaptation

W H Y  T H I S  M A T T E R S

Increasing 
Crop Yield 

This energy and 
food generating 
ecosystem is an 

important mechanism 
for maximizing crop 

yields, efficiently 
delivering water  

to plants and 
generating renewable 

energy in dryland 
environments.

WHY IT MATTERS

The Middle East faces extreme heat waves and severe drought 

Agrivoltaics will help farmers fight food insecurity

Agrivoltaics can bolster the resilience of  
solar energy and food production.  

It will allow farmers to maintain their farms in light of  
increased desertification and climate adaptation
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Recycling Water  
to Empower Communities 

Water remains one of the scarcest resources in the Middle East, a 
challenge exacerbated by climate-induced desertification. Recycled 
water treatment technology can provide solutions to communities 
that are most at-risk.       
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AN EXAMPLE OF OUR  
CROSS-BORDER IMPACT

Location: Al Sira al-Shamaliya, a Palestinian 
community in the north of the West Bank

Project Plan: A recycled water system installed in  
Al Sira al-Shamaliya will treat the wastewater from  
a school of 300 children. 

The treated water from the school will be used to 
irrigate 300 olive trees, strengthening a community 
whose livelihood largely depends on the olive harvest. 

The expected revenue from the olive oil from 300 olive 
trees is around $25,000 per olive harvest.

1 
SYSTEM

=
300 

CHILDREN

+
300 

OLIVE TREES

 300 
children
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“Our project in Al Sira is 
decentralized and does not  
require major infrastructure 
development. This cross-border 
project demonstrates that we 
do not have to sign another Oslo 
Accord in order to begin to create 
real change.” 

– INTERN, SPRING 2022 
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Center for Applied 
Environmental Diplomacy 
The Arava Institute’s Track II Environmental Forum, in partnership 
with the Palestinian NGO Damour for Community Development, 
has continued to advance cross-border environmental cooperation 
between Israel, Palestine, and Jordan to improve lives, protect the 
environment, build trust, and support sustainable resolution of 
conflict. Former Executive Director Dr. David Lehrer now serves 
as the Director of International Development, overseeing both 
the Track II Environmental Forum as well as regional diplomatic 
activity and related academic research. 

Key successes in this arena include the following: 
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• Bringing Water to Farmers in the Jordan Valley  
The wastewater treatment plant located in al-Bireh (near Ramallah) 
discharges its treated wastewater into Wadi al-Ein, polluting 
groundwater, wadis, and springs. Building a trunk line from the 
treatment plant to Palestinian farmers in the Jordan Valley will 
prevent pollution and provide Palestinian farmers with desperately 
needed water for agriculture. Disagreements between the Palestinian 
Water Authority and the Israeli Civil Administration over the route 
of a proposed pipeline through Area C prevented the advancement 
of a solution. After four years of meetings, field studies, reports, 
and designs, led by the Institute’s Track II Forum, the Israeli Civil 
Administration has awarded the initial permit for the Al-Bireh 
pipeline. With this in hand, the Palestinian Water Authority (PWA) will 
now move forward to secure funding as well as the contractor and 
infrastructure needs for the pipeline. Friends of the Arava Institute 
thanks Amr Awadallah, David and Ora Chaiken and the Isidore C. and 
Penny W. Myers Foundation for their support of this project. 
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• People to People Diplomacy –  
Bringing Gazan Professionals to Israel 
In October 2021, the Institute brought a group of Gazan technicians to 
Israel and the West Bank for training in renewable technologies. For many 
of the eleven participants it was their first time leaving the Gaza Strip. 
The workshops revolved around promoting sustainable solutions for 
development challenges in Gaza. A second training was held in early 2022.

• Bringing Clean Drinking Water to Gaza 
95% of Gaza’s drinking water supply is undrinkable. To address this, the 
Arava Institute has continued to collaborate with Palestinian partners 
to introduce Watergen atmospheric water generators (AWG), which 
create clean drinking water. Following the spring 2021 regional violence, 
additional Gazan municipalities expressed interest in receiving an AWG. 
Five new Watergen systems will soon bring clean drinking water to health 
care centers in Gaza. Friends of the Arava Institute thanks the Rona and 
Jeffrey Abramson Family Foundation, Ethan Grossman and Family, and 
Rick and Nancy Moskovitz Foundation for their support of the Institute’s 
technology and development in Gaza. 



International  
Partnerships
The UN Conference on Climate Change, COP26, highlighted 
the value  of regional cooperation. As Dr. Abu Hamed has 
said, “The pressing environmental challenges faced by 
the Middle East are inherently transboundary, therefore 
cooperation in solving these challenges and adapting to 
climate change is essential.” The Arava Institute is recognized 
as a leader in environmental cooperation, as our growing 
number of international partnerships demonstrate. 

Over the past year, the Institute saw partnerships grow 
across the region: 

• The UAE’s Earth Peace Research Center 
The Arava Institute and the Earth Peace Research Center, based 
in Abu Dhabi, have signed an MOU to pursue environmental 
policy research addressing regional challenges.

• Oxford University’s Oxford Martin School  
In February 2022, twenty-seven researchers and government 
ministry representatives from Israel, Palestine and Jordan 
as well as researchers from the Oxford Martin School met in 
Cyprus to begin research on the modeling of natural resources 
in the region, addressing the need for regional water and energy 
cooperation to ensure food security.

• New Agreements and International Partnerships  
with Leading Moroccan Universities 
During COP26, Dr. Abu Hamed met with representatives from 
leading Moroccan universities, resulting in agreements to 
pursue research together. An initial paper on renewable energy 
integration in the cloud has been published. 

14
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The Arava Institute is thrilled to be back on 
the road again after COVID-19 prevented 
us from gathering in Israel. This year’s 
Israel Ride will take place November 1-8, 
2022. We expect nearly 200 riders to enjoy 
five glorious days of biking throughout the 
country as well as get to know members  
of our community of students and alumni. 
The ride has grown tremendously since 
2003 as riders cycle together to advocate 
for a sustainable, secure, and peaceful 
Middle East. 

Learn more at  
israelride.org/the-israel-ride-experience/faq/ 

ISRAEL RIDE

https://israelride.org/the-israel-ride-experience/faq/


ALUMNI HIGHLIGHTS 
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For 26 years, the Arava Institute has brought together Israeli, 
Palestinian, Jordanian, and international students to study and 
live together on campus. Today, we have a powerful network of 
over 1,500 environmental peacebuilders in the Middle East and 
around the world. 

Meet Hala Barahme

Hala joined the Arava Institute as an alumni coordinator in August 2022. 
Hala studied at the Institute in Fall 2019 and served as an intern from 
2020-2021. Upon competition of her internship, Hala supported Dr. Miri 
Lavi Neeman’s research in South Hebron Hills and focused on promoting 
food security for Bedouin communities in the Naqab desert.

“When I was designing 
an agroecosystem 
in Palestine for an 
agroecology course, I 
reached out to alumni from 
the Institute, including 
professors and activists, to 
help me with the project. I 
believe this is the essence 
of the Arava experience, 
a strong community of 
people who seek change 
for a better world.” 



Meet Austin Corona 

After his internship at the 
Arava Institute in 2022, 
Austin went on to work on the 
policy and communications 
teams for a Congressional 
campaign at home in western 
Colorado. As the American 
West experiences increasing 
drought and aridification, 
water has become a critical 
part of Colorado politics. 
Austin is using lessons 
learned at the Institute to 
advise on water policy for the 
campaign. He is also applying 
his experiences to advise 
on the campaign’s foreign 
policy positions regarding the 
Middle East. 

16

 “I take the tools in listening, 
partnership, compassion, 
honesty, openness, and 
courage that I learned at the 
Institute, and I find that they 
are not just applicable in the 
Arava. These are tools that 
empower me to engage more 
deeply with everyone I meet 
and allow me to be more 
responsible, attentive, and 
accepting in my dialogues 
with people everywhere.” 
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The Arava Institute 
BOASTS OVER 

1,500 
A L U M N I



CONFERENCES
The Arava Institute’s faculty and staff members participated in numerous 
conferences over the past year that highlighted the impact of climate 
change on our food, water and energy systems. At these conferences, our 
researchers share our research, exchange ideas and inspire others to action. 

• Cross-border Perspectives:  
Energy Poverty and Climate Change in the Middle East  
From February 9-10 2022, the Arava Institute, Ben-Gurion University 
of the Negev, and the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung –Israel Office co-
sponsored this conference on the importance of policy tools to combat 
energy poverty as well as how the increasing changes in climate (such 
as heatwaves and extreme weather conditions) affect the lives of 
residents and the environment alike. Dr. Shaddad Attili from the PLO 
Negotiations Affairs Department, AIES’ Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed, Executive 
Director, and Dr. Tali Zohar, Director of CREEC, spoke. 

• Haaretz Climate Change Conference  
The Arava institute co-sponsored this year’s Haaretz Climate Change 
Conference in Jerusalem, which took place on February 23, 2022. The 
conference included top decision makers such as John Kerry, the US 
special envoy for climate, and panels with top Israeli officials as well 
as activists, international experts and high-ranking members of the 
scientific community. Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed called upon the participants 
to support regional cooperation to address climate change in his 
keynote address. 

EVENTS Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed and Dr. David 
Lehrer visited communities throughout 
the United States and spoke both 
virtually and in person. For those unable 
to meet in person, Friends of the Arava 
Institute continued its series of online 
mini-classes. Recent mini-class video 
recordings can be found online here. 
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https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkNWB9GNps9k649a1XLf00uHk7q-Y7esY
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Watch recording online
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqZ8tb4_Qo8


DR. TAREQ ABU HAMED 
Executive Director, 
Arava Institute for 
Environmental Studies

PROFILE



Dr. Abu Hamed became AIES Executive Director in August 2021.  
He first launched the Institute’s Center for Renewable Energy  
and Energy Conservation. Now, as Executive Director, he is building 
on the Institute’s strengths, expanding its mandate to address  
science diplomacy through regional cooperation. He is bringing 
science education and research partnerships to Israel’s Arab and 
Bedouin communities.

A member of Israeli President 
Herzog’s Climate Forum as  
well as past participant in 
COP26, Dr. Abu Hamed is 
focused on working regionally 
to respond to climate change. 
He is launching the Institute’s 
Center for Regional Climate 
Change Research, which will 
facilitate regional modeling 
and research to address the 
impact of climate change 
throughout the Middle East and 
North Africa region. As the first 
Palestinian Israeli to head an 
Israeli academic institute, his  
appointment is groundbreaking.  

Haaretz Profile on Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed

In May 2022, Haaretz published a compelling profile  
on Dr. Abu Hamed. The article describes his journey to becoming 
the head of the Arava Institute and his work to create a different 
reality of living together with dignity, equality, and justice.

Read article online

Dr. Abu Hamed being  
greeted by Israeli President  
Isaac Herzog. 

Photo by Matai Ben Aharon
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https://arava.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Haaretz_Tareq-Abu-Hamed_May-2022.pdf


Beyond 
Borders 
Tour

In March 2022, eighteen participants spent ten days 
journeying throughout Jordan, Israel, and the West Bank 
to explore the culture, politics, and environment on a 
specially curated trip of the region. In addition to meeting 
with environmental experts, activists, Institute faculty and 
alumni at the Arava Institute, they met with Members of 
Knesset, visited the Israeli President’s residence, spoke 
with leaders in Rawabi and had an audience with His Royal 
Highness Jordanian Prince Hasan. To find out more about 
this unique study tour and Beyond Borders 2024, contact 
us at info@friendsofarava.org.

Accredited to the  
United Nations Environment Assembly
We are honored to announce that the Arava Institute has been  
accredited to the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA) of the  
UN Environment Programme (UNEP), one of only three Israeli civil society 
organizations to be accredited by this body. The Environment Assembly, which 
takes place once every two years in Nairobi, Kenya, is the highest decision-
making body on environmental matters in the United Nations system. At the 
Assembly, the Arava Institute will attend plenary sessions as 
an observer, exchange views, and interact with governments 
present. The Institute will also circulate written statements to 
governments and make oral statements during discussions. 
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We are entering this new year with  
hope and a bold vision for the future. 

We are dedicated to bringing increasing numbers of 
Israelis, Palestinians, and Jordanians together to address 

the urgent environmental challenges ahead. Scarce 
environmental resources should not deepen divides and 
we are committed to providing cross-border solutions to 

communities hit hardest by the effects of climate change. 

Each project we implement yields results that ripple 
across the region. Each project builds trust and is one 
more step towards peacebuilding from the ground up.

Thank you for partnering with us. 

Looking Ahead
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FINANCIALS

GRANTS $1,266,000  43%

INDIVIDUAL  
DONATIONS $1,243,000  42%

INVESTMENTS  
AND OTHER  
INCOME $187,000  6%

SPECIAL EVENT  
REVENUE - NET $73,000  3%

TUITION REVENUE $187,000  6%

FRIENDS OF THE ARAVA INSTITUTE (7/1/21–6/30/22) 

REVENUE  $2,956,000 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND  
AFFILIATE FUNDRAISING
$1,372,000 
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ARAVA INSTITUTE (1/1/21–12/31/21)

EXPENSES  $3,642,000 

RESEARCH AND  
PROJECTS $1,360,000 37%

ACADEMICS $1,088,000 30%

ADMINISTRATION $682,000  19%

FACILITIES AND  
EQUIPMENT $171,000  5%

PUBLIC  
ENGAGEMENT $235,000  6%

RESERVE FOR  
SPECIAL PROJECTS $106,000  3%
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ARAVA INSTITUTE (1/1/21–12/31/21)

REVENUE  $3,640,000 
US  
CONTRIBUTIONS $1,802,000  50%

US GRANTS $116,000  3%

INTERNATIONAL  
GRANTS $1,281,000  35%

INTERNATIONAL  
CONTRIBUTIONS/ 
TUITION $119,000  3%

NORTH AMERICAN  
TUITION   $187,000  5%

SPECIAL  
PROJECTS $37,000  1%

SHORT PROGRAMS   $98,000  3%
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Philanthropic Fund
Barbara Gordon &  

Peter Kane
Carolyn Grant
Steven Greenberg &  

Jennifer Sylvor
Ethan Grossman
Barbara Gural Steinmetz & 

Thomas Steinmetz
Darrell Haile &  

Annette Alpert
Jon & Rabbi Carol  

Harris-Shapiro
Harry Heiman &  

Abby Friedman
Samuel & Meredith Hendler
Kann Family  

Philanthropic Fund
Honey Kessler Amado
Mitchell & Rosemarie Klipper
Mary Ann Levitt
Miriam May &  

Rabbi Shaye Cohen
Paul & Carol Miller
Alvin Moskowitz
Mitchell Moskowitz &  

Cindy Sweet Moskowitz
Miriam Newman &  

Michael Pinnolis
Stephen & Laura Olson
Pauline Altman Foundation
Jack & Andrea Platt
Len & Barbara  

Portnoy Spector 
Shai & Judy Robkin
Marcee & Mark Samberg
Oarsmen Foundation
Rita & Chet Stein and Family
David Yaffe
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
WHO MADE GIFTS BETWEEN JULY 1, 2021 AND JUNE 30, 2022

We are very grateful to our supporters. We apologize in advance for any omissions or mistakes.



$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous
Adler Family Fund
Jonathan Aibel
Ainosemaj Fund
David & Ryna Alexander
Andrea & Richard Amend
Cantor David Barash &  

Debra Gorra Barash
Jane Barnet
Ami & Mark Belsky
Rosanne & Hy Beraznik
Bruce Alan Berg
Bernard & Audrey Berman 

Foundation
David Bernanke
Rita Blitt
Dr. Jerome &  

Elaine Blumenthal 
Philanthropic Fund

Sharon Boguch
Ellen Witt Botnick  

Charitable Fund
Debra Brand
Jeffrey Brown & Rachel Haft
Judy Buechner Advised Fund
CF Tzedaka Fund
Eileen Chudnow
Brad & Ann Cogan
Janice Cohen & Byron Fisher
Colegato Foundation
Dale-Harverd Family Account
The Dates Fund of the 

Community Foundations of 
the Hudson Valley

Julie Dorfman & Jerry Herst
William & Linda Drunsic
David Eisenberg &  

Fran Caplan
David Eisenberg
Libo Fineberg
The First Narayever 

Congregation
Ronald & Dana Fishbein
Michael Fischer &  

Susann Wilkinson

Manuel & Nettie Fisher 
Family Fund

Morris & Debra Flaum
William Ganong
Tom Giller
Lori and Michael Gilman 

Charitable Fund
Jeri Glick-Anderson & 

Charles Anderson
Goldman Environmental 

Prize Foundation
Goldman Giving Fund
Debbie J. Goldman 

Philanthropic Fund
Evan Goldman
Frances E. Goldman Social 

Justice Fund
Philip & Carol Goldsmith
Robert Goldstein &  

Mara Riemer Goldstein
Susan & Michael Gordon
Peter & Gavriela Gottlieb
Melodie & Ron Greenblatt
Wendy & Steve Greenspan
Deborah Greitzer
Judy and Alan Gross 

Philanthropic Fund
Arie & Eva Halpern  

Family Foundation
Heinrich Foundation 

Charitable Giving
Debbie & James Heller
Libby Hill
Benjamin Isgur &  

Shoshana Thoma-Isgur
Stuart & Rebecca Isgur
Edward Jacobson
Jewish Federation  

of Greater Naples
Judy Joseph &  

Mark Greenberg
Rachel Kalikow &  

David de Graaf
Evan Karlik
Eugene & Lela Kay
Leah Grace Kayler

Naomi & Daniel Kayne 
Philanthropic Fund

Zachary & Keisha Korenstein
Patty & Mike Krigel  

Family Trust
Roberta Landau
Gail LeBow
Leighton Family Fund
Martin Lemelman
Ronald Lenkin
Miriam G. Levy Fund
Jack & Judith Lief
Jonathan & Andrea Liss
Alan & Lisa Lubel
Grey & Monica Maggiano 

Charitable Fund
Yaron Marcus
The Albert E. Marks 

Charitable Trust
Ellen & Leonard Martin
Robert Mayo Memorial Fund
Mark Miller &  

Michele Fleeter Miller
Rick Miller
Musher Family Fund
Network for Good
The 1966 Charitable Trust
Bonnie Orlin
Michael Ostroff &  

Esther Rosenberg
Patriot Foundation
Pines Family  

Charitable Gift Fund
Conrad Plimpton
Michael & Mary Alice Polifka
Melinda Quiat
Roberta Quiat
The Harvey, Barbara,  

David, and Leslie Ratner 
Family Fund

Paula & Azzy Reckess
Jonathan Reich
Daniel & Dina Relles
Lee Perlman & Linda 

Riefberg Giving Fund
Howie & Susie Rodenstein

Ivan & Rina Rosenberg
Gregory Rosenblum
Obadiah Designated Fund
Gerald & Bonnie Roth
Hillel & Judy Salomon
David & Diane Saltzman
Jeffrey Saperstein
Stuart & Joan Schoenfeld
Myron & Linda Schonfeld
Gail & Jonathan Schorsch 

Fund
Leonard & Celia Schuchman
Lori Schuldiner Schor & 

Joshua Schor
Alan Schwartz &  

Carla Rosenthal
Patricia & David Schwartz
Segal Family Charitable Fund
Barbara Segal &  

Howard Brown
Patricia Segal and  

Stephen Segal Family 
Charitable Foundation

The Senville Foundation
Joanne Shapiro  

Philanthropic Fund
Melvin Simon
Karl & Paula Singer
Barbara Sivan
Faye Steiner
Michael Switzenbaum &  

Gail Schulman
Samuel Tabas  

Family Foundation
Mark Tashjian &  

Erin Kaufman
Ben N. Teitel Charitable Trust
Temple Anshe Hesed
Mark & Pam Weinstein
Nolan Zail & Jennifer Wolfe
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$500-$999
Anonymous
George Aronson
Au Courant
Beden Family Charitable Fund
Albert & Peninah Berdugo
Michael & Diana Bickford
Jeremy & Michele Bollinger
Joan & Harold Burstyn  

Donor Advised Fund
Warren Butt &  

Elaine Schmerling
Michael Ceigler
Glenda Claremon
Rabbi Michael Cohen & 

Alison Hill
Josh & Janet Deutsch
Mark Druy &  

Johanna Rothman
Timothy Durning &  

Barbara Wagner
Alexander & Eva Durst
Diane & Frank Engelberg
Carolyn and Steven Flammey 

Charitable Gift Fund
Lynn & Bob Flayhart
Clark & Lu French
Geula Solomon Fund
Beth Gluck
Richard Goldman & Andrea 

Schneider Goldman
Fred Gordon
Gruss Hirsch Family Fund
Sherry Israel
Mark & Ruth Joffe
Stuart Kiken
Karen Kramer
Nancy L. Laskin Life Trust
David Lehrer &  

Barbara Pinsker
Art & Annie Liberman
Robert & Meryl Lindenberg
Robert Litman
Pari Livermore
Rabbi Michael Luckens & 

Sharon Schumack
Marc Mangel
Robert Marcovitch &  

Elise Eplan

Stephen Margolis
Stephen Poppel
James Price
Daniel Reed
Barry & Linda Rifkin
Jeffrey & Jane Robbins
Mordechai Rothschild
Nan Rothschild Cooper
Jeff & Vivian Saper
Rochelle Sauber
Carol Schneider
Karli Sherwinter
Jonathan Shuval
Bennett Simon &  

Roberta Apfel
Ken & Sheila Sonnenschein
Joan Tabb Waisbein &  

David Waisbein Fund
Ulanet Family  

Donor Advised Fund
Michael & Serene Victor
Bruce Waxman &  

Sarah Elpern
Elahna Weinflash
Weingarten Fabrikant  

Family Fund
Ann Wimpfheimer &  

Edward Snyder
Daniel Woodrow &  

Myndie Brown
Gary Zaidenweber &  

Rachel Adelman

$180–$499
Sharon Aaronson
Anonymous
Lisa Alden
AmazonSmile
AMRE Fund
Gordon Arbess
Ruth Aronson
Linda Azrin
Charles Bach &  

Robin Dolsky Bach
Stephen & Lynn Baum
Ken Bearman & Karla Larsen
Robert Becker
Rachel & Rabbi Micah  

Becker-Klein
Jeffrey Bedrick

Jonathan Beit-Aharon
Lynne Bernstein
Jonathan Biatch
The Blachman-Biatch Family
Mark Bloom
The Bocian Family Gift Fund
Robert Book
John Brancato
Alan & Ruth Bunin
Jeffrey Burack & Shelly Ball
Julie & Andrew Burden
Ventura-Yvette Chalom
Or Zarua Fund
Brian Cohen
Gary & Liz Cohen
Stuart Cohen
Elaine & Lawrence Davis
Robert Louis & Sara Brizdle 

Dickman Fund of the  
Jewish Communal Fund

Rosie Donahower
Kerry Donner  

Donor Advised Fund
Sharon Eckstein
Martha Edwards
Herbert Eichler
A. Eller Family Fund
Barry Elman & June Eichner
Gary and Dena Elovitz
Congregation  

Emanu-El B’ne Jeshurun
Sheryl Erez
Antonieta Erlij
Anne Exter &  

Lance Kawesch Fund
Gene & Ruth Fax
Diane Feinberg
Daniel Feldman
Steve & Sandra Finkelman
Meryl Frank
Carl Frankel
Nina & Mitch Friedman
Gamzu Family Fund
Margaret Gardner
Daryl Gildenblatt
David Gingold
Ann Ginsburgh Hofkin &  

Mike Hofkin

Give Lively Foundation
Glassman Charitable Fund
Ruth & Michael Gnatt
The Goddard-Mele  

Living Trust
Michael Gold
Lorne Goldberg
Alan & Terri Goldman
Stephen & Jacqueline 

Goldman
Frank Goldschleger
Mirele Goldsmith &  

Richard Marker
Adam & Beth Goldstein
Brian Goldstein
Ellen Golub
Goodwin Foundation
David & Suzon Gordon
Gregg and Ruth Gorrin  

Family Fund
Francis Greenburger 

Charitable Fund
Marvin Griff
Gross-Baker Family 

Philanthropic Fund
David Grossman &  

Cezanne Garcia
Stephen & Judy Gutmann
Larry Gutterman
James & Marilyn Hand
Emeri & Brad Handler
Stewart Hershenfield
Robert Hoberman
Belinda Horton
Simon Igielnik
Frederick Isaac
Island Books
Israel Congregation  

of Manchester
Carl Jacobs
Shana Jacobs
Lynn and Michael Kahan 

Charitable Fund
Jenya Kahn-Lang  

Charitable Fund
Leora Kanner
Mark Kaplan
William Kavesh
Jeffrey & Sharon Kay
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Lisa Kempler &  
Bruce Weinstock

Susan Kessler
Emily Klenin
Debra Kline Leslie
Angela Knauf
Barry & Marcie Koffler
Marilyn P. & Jerry Kopelman
Charles Koplik & Susan Tafler
Robin Kramarow &  

Jonathan Mintz
Daniel & Debra Kramer
Michael Kronenberg
Noel Kropf & Judy Kropf 

Charitable Fund
Gary & Barbara Krupp
Luis & Lee Lainer
Naomi Ledersnaider
Jonah Lehman
Lisa Lehmann
Christopher and Judith Leich 

Family Fund
Jonathan Sebastian Leo & 

Rabbi Teri Appleby
Henry Lerner
Caren & Adam Levin
Ronnie Levin
Lea Levy
Myrtle Lewin
Arielle Liberman
Matthew Liebman
Conor & Tamar  

Maccallan-Finkelman
Lawrence MacDonald & 

Hannah Moore
Davida Manon
Lyla Marder
Michele & Reed Marill
The Carney-Mark  

Family Giving Fund
Andrea Rae Markowicz
Natalie & William Mauskopf
Nathan Mayl
Herzl Melmed
Jeffrey Menick
Harold & Kes Messinger
Gary Michaels
Regina & Donald Miller
Veronica Mimoun

Mark Moness
Nancy & Gregory Moore
Ms. Judith B. Morenoff
Jonathan Morgenstein
Elizabeth & Jeremy Moser
Judith Myers
Ingrid Nathan
Sara & David Nelson
David Newman
Anne Oliveri
Louis & Joyce Pack
Wingate Payne
PayPal Foundation
Aliza Peleg
Rabbi Barbara Penzner & 

Brian Roseman
Joshua T. Pinnolis &  

Rebecca Redner
Rev. Nicholas Porter
Jonathan Price
Ellen Wise &  

Roger Questel
Rabbi Debra Rappaport & 

Bob Zelle
Pearl Raz
Elliott Rebhun & Brad Voigt
Rebitzer Philanthropic Fund
Marc & Miriam Reimer
Adam Richter
Stanley Robboy &  

Marion Meyer-Robboy
Daniel Romano
Ben Rosenthal
Rosten Family Fund
Dahlia Rudavsky &  

Robert Jampol
Rabbi William Rudolph
Ellen Sadur
Jonathan Saperstein & 

Marilyn Greenberg
Sapinsley Levy Family Fund
Deena Sarvet
James & Lisa  

Scalzo Nordstrom
Pb Schechter
Rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Wendy Schelew & Fred Gelin
Tamar & Craig Schneider
Amy Schoenbaum

Joshua Schon Wirtschafter & 
Diane Wirtschafter

Gina Schulman
Seattle Sun Tan
Jim Sebenius & Nancy Buck
David Selden
Gregg Shapiro
The Shapiro Family 

Charitable Fund
Jennifer Shifrin
Asher Siebert
Laurie & Isaac Silverman
Irwin and Ceevah Sobel 

Charity
John Soehle
Rabbi Raphael Spitzer
Lois Squires
Neil & Sherri Stahl
Lynn & Jay Stein
Barbara & Howard Steinmetz
Eric Sternbach
Yoni Stevens Neirman & 

Stephen Neirman
Howard Stolzer
Leroy & Joyce Strom
Irwin Tauben
Louis Tenenbaum
Joseph & Nancy Tenenbaum
Terra Bella
Robert & Marlyn Vogel
Louise Wagner
Howard Wallick &  

Freda Rosenfeld
Sindy Wayne
Richard Weber
Rabbi Sheila Weinberg
Elliott & Sue Weinstein
Ronald & Stephanie Weiss
Paul & Allison Weiss
Guy Weyl
Lynda Yankaskas
Yossem-Mindel  

Family Giving Fund
Elliott & Michele Zide
Mark and Margie Zivin  

Gift Fund

$1–$179
Anonymous
Barry Ableman
Benjamin & Gail Adams
Cassandra Adams
Henry Albert
Abdallah O Alhaj Mohd
Andrew Alizzi
Michele Alperin &  

Steven Sheriff
Liz Alperin Solms
Robin Appel & Steven Kettell
Donna Aranson
Arlene Ash
Askin Charitable Gift Fund
Smadar Babchuck
Sara Back
David & Lynn Badain
Nancy & Howard Bassel
Scott Beadenkopf
Jeffrey Becker
Maria Cristina Benitez
Larry Benowitz
Barry Bergman
Sharon & Jerry Berkowitz
Martha Berlin
Janet Bieringer
Russell Bikoff
Edward & Estha Blachman
Emily Blank
Robert & Lydia Bloch
Jacob & Nancy Bloom
Goldie Blumenstyk
Jerome & Carol Bodian
Jeffrey Borkan &  

Suzanne Jacobs
Melody Bormaster
Karen & Steve Bovarnick
Sean Boyd
Larry Bressler
Jorden Brinn
Bristol-Myers Squibb
Jeremy Brochin &  

Reena Spicehandler
Harvey & Joan Bucholtz 

Donor Advised Fund
Marsha Canick
(continued on next page)
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Leslie Carno-Harf &  
Steve Harf

Shoshana Chapel
Deborah Charan
Renee-Caryn Chase
Larry Chiat
Karen Clune
Amy Cohen & Mark Spiller
Beatrice Cohen
Elay Cohen
Holly Cohen
Lawrence Cohen
Mitch Cohen
Philip Cohen
Michael & Jackie Cohen
Noaa Cohn
Tom Cooper &  

Chris Engemann
David & Kathy Crankshaw
Sarah Cutler
Susan Cutler
Robert & Lynn Dashevsky
Elliott & Brad Davis
Ariane De Souza
Louise Derzansky
Janice Dexter-Ganek
Stuart & Betsy  

Diamant-Cohen
David Diskin
Robert Dudnick
Shosh Dworsky
Betsy Eckstein
Randi Eckstein
Edelson Giving Fund
Marisa & Allan Eisemann
Richard Eisenstein &  

Carin Stein
Robin Eisman
Ruth Ellenbogen
Gail Elson
Temple Emanuel Brotherhood
Jon & Laurie Epstein
Michael & Holly Fahn
Robert Fein & Rena Gray Fein
Laura Feinberg
Marvin Fields &  

Susan Slesinger
Barry & Karen Fierst

Eyal Fierst
Jean & John Finch
Brenda & Leon Fine
Cantor Perry Fine
Ralph Fine
Robert M. Finer &  

Nancy L. Finer  
Charitable Fund

Rabbi Sally Finestone
Rabbi Michelle Fisher
Stuart Forman
Rabbi Jeff & Ellen Foust
Joseph Fox
Susan Frankel
Harriet Fredman
Eileen Freed
Allan Freedman &  

Amy Rappaport
Lee Friedman
Lawrence Fuhrman &  

Jane Heifetz
Vivian Futran Fuhrman &  

Leo Fuhrman
Bill Gabovitch
Audrey Galex &  

David Schechter
Jennifer Gallop
Travis Gering & Barbara Salz
David Gersh
Catharyn & Mike Gildesgame
Ginsburg Shuchat Family
Robert Glaz
Marc Glucksman
Gold Family Charitable Trust
Bernard & Molly Goldberg
Diane Hirsch & Dan Goldstein
Seth & Amy Goldsweig
Stephen Goodman & 

Elisabeth Katz Goodman
Gail J Gordon
Neal & Norma Gordon
Randy Gorod
Granovsky Family Foundation
Maurice Green
Michael Green
Reza Green
Tova Greenberg
Paul & Debra Greenblatt
Carrie Greene

Sharon Greenfield
Ama Dawn Greenrose 

Manasse
Marnie Greenwald
Susan Cohen Grossman
Bernie Gryfe
Rachel & Bob Gur-Arie
Boaz Gurdin
J. Barry Gurdin & Rita Jeremy
Guy Handelman
Tova Handelman
H. Daniel Hassenfeld
Ryan Heisler
Todd Herzog
Hip Zephyr
Hirsch Wohl Family Fund
Stacy Hollander
Muriel Horowitz
Sarah Jane Horton
Khalid Isa
Hon. Rhoda Jacobs
Vivian & Ralph Jacobson
Jonathan Jacoby
David & Sara Jewett Fund
Jewish Community Day 

School of Rhode Island
Marek Jeziorek
Virginia Jordan
Louis Kalikow
Howard Kaplan
Louis Kaplan
Maribeth & Ted Kaptchuk
Rebecca Katz
Sheila H. Katz
Gale Kaufman
Gary & Maureen Kavalar 

Donor Advised Fund
Robert Kazdin
Richard Kazis
Herbert & Sally Kepnes
Christy Kingham
Carla & Tiberius Klausner
Wendy Klein-Faller
Paul & Sonia Kleinman
Gordon Klepper
Sarah Kogut
Maia Kolbeck
Janet Kolodner

Zieva Konvisser
Norman Koppel
Brenda Korn
Dane Kostin
Priscilla Kostiner
Steve Kover
Ruth Kravit
Barbara & Robert Kreeger
Elliott Krefetz
Michael & Susan Kreitzer
Philip Kruger
Leslie & Jerry Kuperstein
Ilana Labow
Ellen Lanet
Jay & Susan Lapidus
Daphne Lasky
Stephanie Latman
Lydia Lazar
Adina Lebowitz
Catherine Lee
Abraham Leibson
Leifer Family Fund
Susanna Levin
Paul & Ruth Levisohn
Sheldon & Lucile Lichtblau
Michael Lieberman &  

Randi Abramson
Howard Liebman
Bertha Lindau
Kurt Linden
Arleen Lipsman
Nechama & Billy Liss-

Levinson
Melissa Livney
Larry & Georgi Lockerman
Deenah Loeb
Martin Lowenstein &  

Inbar Telem
Steve & Brenda Luper
Lutz Family Charitable Fund
Betsy Brooks and Jonathan 

Machta Family Fund
Bethany Macneill
Denni Mador
Ron & Karyl Maenza
Harvey Mamon &  

Roberta Fern
Stanley & Sheila Mandel

30



Flavio & Dora Manela
Traci Mann & Steve Engel
Naomi Marcus
Susan Marcus
Ari Massefski & Sara Kramer
Ona & Tom Mastronarde
Ellice Matsil
Steve & Judith McPhail
Susan Megerman
Lauri Meizler
Joanna Menda
Lauren Merkel
Abby Merker
Jody Meyer
Bernard & Barbara Meyers
Israela Meyerstein
Michaels Family Fund
Alvin & Roberta Michaels
Milgram Family Fund
Michael Millenson
Susan & Len Miller
Lisa Miller Ryan
Michael Mindell
Marlene & Mark Moster
Ms. Laurie Motey
Bradley Myerson
Sareva Naor
Judith Newman
Marc Newman
Claire & Arnie Nierenberg
Amanda Nube
Jeff & Margo Olson
John Orenstein
Naomi & Keith Osher
Wynne Palmer
Emma Peister
Rabbi Leora Perkins
Cameron Platt
The Plavin Family  

Charitable Trust
Jennifer Pliner
Helen Plotkin
Peter Popov

Barry Puritz
Jana Rabinowitz
Sitaram Rao
Bonne Reiser & Suzanne Leib
Patricia Renzulli
Michael Revness
Daniel & Micole Richter
Gerald & Janice Rosen
Shira Rosenbaum
Murray & Lorna Rosenberg
Amy Rosenstein
Paul & Elaine Ross
Michael Roth
Emily Rothschild
Bruce Rubenstein
Rabbi Robert & Susan Rubin
Judith Rubinstein
Laurie Ruskin
Gerri Russo
Russell & Geetanjali Ruthen
Mary Ryan
Rebeca Rydel
Marian Safran
Jennifer Deck Samuelson & 

Matthew C. Samuelson
Steven Sanders
Steve & Penny Sanderson
Susan & Neil Sandler
Kent Sanmann
Jennie Savage
Robert & Cynthia Savett
Barbara Sayres
Benjamin Schaefer
Hannah Schafer
Barbara Schechtman
Jonah Schein
Glenn Schloss
Lloyd Schloss and Beth Rosen 

Charitable Fund
Robert Schloss & Emily Sack
Nancy Schneider &  

Richard Wysong
David Schneider

Victoria Schrager
Andrea Schwartz
Marius Schwartz
Herman & Greta Schwarz 

Foundation
James & Sharon Schwarz
Sara Jean Segal &  

Benjamin Kantor
Dara Shapiro
Mindy Shapiro &  

Alan Mendelsohn
Robert Shatten
Daniel Sheff
James & Peggy Shiovitz
Richard Shore
Martin & Aveva Shukert
Lynn Shyevitch
Ellen & Philip Siegelman
Daniel Silver
Jen Silverman &  

Robert Follansbee
Lisa Silverman
David Simon &  

Esther Rosenberg
Ilana & Dina Simon  

Family Giving Fund
Simon Smith
Charlotte Smokler
Wileen Snow &  

the Snow Family
Paula Sommer
David Sonnenfeld
Philip Sorkin
Alan Spector
Sarra Spierer
Robert Spivack
Sandy Starkman
Shalom Staub
Ira & Hillary Stein
Jimmy Steindecker
Ellen Stone
Alan Strauss
Elizabeth Strom
James Stuhan

Edward Summers
Jules Szanton
Lenore & Mark Szuchman
Robert Tabak
Taich Family  

Charitable Account
Rachelle Taqqu
Babette & Bruce Tenzer
Rachel Tolub & Ben Turk
Tractenberg Family Fund
Libby Traubman
Itai Trilnick
Seth Tuler
Judy Twersky
Ellen Ussery
Eric & Gail van Adelsberg
Joan Vanderwalde
Mark Watkins
Thompson Webb III &  

Joan Webb
Roberta Weinstein
Neil Weiss
Rosanna & James 

Wertheimer
David & Beverly Wiener
Judith Wolf
Phillip Wolf
Abbe Wolfson
Tara Wolfson & Nate Hoffman
Randy Yavitz
William Yelen
Amy Yoelin
Peter Yolles & Jill Einstein
Susan Zarchin
Zargon Giving Fund
L. R. Zeitlin
Joel Ziff
Gloria & Nathan Zimet
Steven & Barbara 

Zimmerman
Marc Zwetchkenbaum &  

Linne Kimball
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