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Indirect

◉ Building standards
○ #1045 for thermal 

isolation of buildings 
(renewed 2011)

○ #5281/2 but relevant only 
to new buildings (3/2022)

◉ Energy efficiency strategic plan 
2030 MoE: hardly relevant to 
the energy poor (transportation 
& housing)

◉ Small scale (pilot projects) in 
social housing – PV installations

Policy

Direct

◉ Heating allowance special groups (Bituach
Leumi)

◉ Reduced electricity prices (307,000 
consumers)

◉ Pre-paid electricity meters 

◉ Pre and post-disconnections procedures 
(notice, delays, quick reconnection) 
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COVID-19

◉ Temporary (no disconnections in Apr.-May 
2020)



Gaps 

o No official definition of ‘energy poverty’

o No defined measurement tool

o No data

o No systematic municipal framework
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UK department of energy

Ireland department of energy

US department of energy



“

There is no escape but to conclude that in 
some contexts a stable power supply is part of 
the fundamentals required for human for the 

purpose of their basic and day-to-day 
existence and is therefore worthy of protection 
under the established right to human dignity 

(Judge D. Barak-Erez, Supreme Court, Jan., 2022).
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Brakethough 1: Recent court 
rulling

Disconnections & procedure:

1. Current criteria for ‘protected groups’ 
do not require the Electricity Company 
(EC) to define and evaluate economic 
and health statues of consumers in 
debt. 

2. EC is not required to approach 
consumers before disconnections

3. There is no hearing procedure before 
disconnections

→ Ban on disconnections until June 2022
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Data does not include pre-paid meters households 
that run out of money!



Brakethough 2? the 
Electricity Law

The Law:

◉ Connecting houses 
without building 
permit – to water, 
electricity and 
phoneline

Limitations:

◉ Requires a detailed plan 
(approved/submitted)

◉ To begin with, 
accounted buildings are 
underestimation of the 
real numbers
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https://www.mekomit.co.il

https://www.mekomit.co.il/


Brakethough 2? The new 
Electricity Law

The Law:

◉ Connecting houses 
without building 
permit – to water, 
electricity and 
phoneline

Limitations:

◉ Requires a detailed plan 
(approved/submitted)

◉ To begin with, 
accounted buildings are 
underestimation of the 
real numbers
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Data: Sikkuy NGO



Energy poverty and 
informalities
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Energy poverty and 
informalities
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Obda, Ramat Ziporim דָהּ עַבְּ

“…the solar panels - it is not official yet, but a 
solution for the new neighborhoods, a transition 
solution for at least 5 years, until land disputes 
are solved, and electricity can come and 
connect” (Planning Authority Southern District, 
interview, November 2018)
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