
2023–2024
A N N U A L  R E P O R T 





Dear Friends,

We are pleased to present to you the 2023–2024 Annual Report of the 
Friends of the Arava Institute and the Arava Institute for Environmental 
Studies. This has been an exceedingly difficult year for Israelis, Palestinians, 
and everyone in the Middle East. Yet, over the past year, the Institute’s 
model of building trust through dialogue, engagement, and action has 
instilled hope in our students, alumni, and regional partners. In fact, the 
Institute’s model has proven resilient and continues to engage Israelis and 
Palestinians on a human level and provides an alternative path forward. 

We are proud that throughout the year, our academic program remained 
open. Our Israeli, Palestinian, and Jordanian alumni reached out across 
borders and launched new environmental cooperation and peacebuilding 
efforts. Our research relationships have grown, as Arava Institute 
researchers worked creatively despite the barriers. These are the seeds  
that build trust.

Our work, grounded in environmental cooperation, offers a path of 
sustainable growth. Today, our work continues. We hope that you are 
inspired by our report on the highlights and challenges of the past year. 
With your generous support, the Arava Institute is working to meet these 
challenges head-on to secure a peaceful future for the Middle East.  

Karen Schapiro
Chair, Board of Directors 
Friends of the Arava Institute

Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed
Executive Director 
Arava Institute  
for Environmental Studies

Rachel Kalikow
Chief Executive Officer 
Friends of the Arava Institute



2

	 Despite the heartbreak of the war and its tremendous 
obstacles to peacebuilding, the Institute held strong in 
the three pillars of our mission: 

LAST YEAR AT A GLANCE

2

w  	We piloted and hosted workshops on cutting-edge 
green technologies for off-grid communities, including 
unrecognized Bedouin villages in the Negev.  

w  	Our grassroots environmental diplomacy grew across 
borders and our partnerships enabled us to stay strong;  
we have not lost any Palestinian or Jordanian partners.  

w 	 Our students and interns remained on campus and 
persevered in learning together despite their fears and 
losses. Our alumni applied the peacebuilding skills they 
learned at the Institute to uniting people throughout  
the region. 



The Arava Institute and Friends of the  
Arava Institute are proud to have celebrated 
distinct successes this past year:

•	 We set up the first solar-powered classroom in Israel with an 
unrecognized off-grid Bedouin village in the Negev. 

•	 Institute staff participated in the United Nations Climate Change 
conference in Dubai, where they forged connections and presented in 
the Israel pavilion. This was the first year that the Institute had its own 
delegation under our official NGO observer status.

•	 A sold-out event honoring the immeasurable 
impact of Friends of the Arava Institute’s CEO 
emerita, Miriam May, raised over $300,000 for 
the Institute with special guest Mandy Patinkin.

•	 Responding to the war in Gaza, the Institute launched Jumpstarting 
Hope in Gaza to supply lifesaving off-grid water, sanitation, and energy 
technology to civilians affected by the war.  
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International Recognition  
of Our Leadership
Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed, Executive Director of the Arava Institute for 
Environmental Studies, received the 2024 AAAS David and Betty 
Hamburg Award for Science Diplomacy for his leadership in using science 
to build relationships across the Middle East, particularly between Israelis 
and Palestinians.

First established in 1992 as the International Scientific Cooperation 
Award, the award recognizes an individual or a small group working 
together in the scientific, engineering, or foreign affairs communities that 
are making an outstanding contribution to furthering science diplomacy.

The Arava Institute was also honored to have its transboundary work in 
environmental diplomacy recognized with a Nobel Peace Prize nomination 
this year. A group of international academics nominated the Institute for 
its contributions to regional cooperation, education, and environmental 
diplomacy in the Middle East for the last twenty-eight years. 
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Dr. Abu Hamed receives the 2024 
AAAS David and Betty Hamburg  
Award for Science Diplomacy.



“	Our fates are connected. At the Institute,  
we believe that a different future, one  
that embraces cycles of trust, justice, 
empathy, and compassion, is possible and  
achievable for Palestinians and Israelis,”  
read a statement after October 7th.  
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Wartime Challenges of  
Environmental Peacebuilding
Executive Director Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed emphasized to the Jerusalem 
Press Club earlier this year that no one wins in a war. The only way to stop 
this cycle of violence—this cycle of war—he said, is to hold dialogue for 
understanding and to build trust to find the just peace that we all seek.

Recruitment of students from the Middle East became increasingly difficult. 
To expand our reach, the Institute recently hired a full-time recruiter 
focusing specifically on outreach to Palestinian Israeli citizens. The 
unpredictable nature of the war also impacted international recruitment 
efforts as universities limited study abroad in Israel. Yet, each semester, 
the Institute continued to attract applicants from the region and the world 
and hosted geographically diverse cohorts. 

Initially, cross-border research was on pause but our communication lines 
remained open, if strained. We were unable to host conferences in person 
in Israel, but we adapted and held conferences in Cyprus, enabling us to 
bring together international and regional partners.



Academic Program
Israeli, Palestinian, American, Kenyan, Guatemalan, German, South African 
and Moroccan students joined us during the 2023–2024 academic year. 
The fall 2023 semester of our university-accredited program began a month 
before the war. We paused the program only for a few days and most of the 
students chose to remain on campus, where they continued to learn and 
support each other. 

Fall semester trips took students to environmental research and 
development centers as well as to local Bedouin communities. During 
the spring semester, the three-day trip included a Bedouin school in the 

Negev, the Jewish/Arab communal village 
Neve Shalom/Wahat al Salam, and 

Jerusalem. As always, these 
trips broadened student 

experiences. Several of our 
Jewish students had never 
visited East Jerusalem 
or the Muslim quarter 
of the Old City and while 
initially apprehensive, 
they came away believing 
it deepened their 

understanding of their 
friends. 

The Dialogue Forum, a required 
non-credited weekly seminar, provided 

a safe space for our students to develop 
skills to engage in civil dialogue and compassionate 

listening. During the fall graduation program, the students performed an 
emotional song about peace, delivered in 
Hebrew, Arabic, and English, written by  
two participants who were called up for 
reserve duty and returned to their friends  
on campus.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeJweXp87Mk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeJweXp87Mk


Academic Program
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“	To have an opportunity to take part in this 
program, especially when the whole system is 
built to keep you away from this, does really 
change the future for a lot of us.” 

JAWDAT, a spring 2024 Palestinian Israeli 
student from Nazareth, was so energized 
by his experience during the Fall 2023 
semester that he decided to return for a 
second semester to take more courses, 
experience, and learn. A lawyer, he 
returned to the Institute this fall to work 
with the student life program.

“	This moment is giving us the push for something 
new. Even though it’s so painful, it pushes us 
forward to something different. Let’s radically 
imagine something else.” 

	 MARIAM, Palestinian Israeli student, fall 2023
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	 Teaching Israelis, Palestinians,  

and internationals who continue  

to gather together to learn with  

open, thoughtful minds has taught 

me so much. We’ve created a little 
fortress where we protect our  
shared humanity.” 

	 – DR. MIRI LAVI-NEEMAN  
	 POLITICAL ECOLOGY LECTURER AT THE ARAVA INSTITUTE,  
	 SPEAKING JUST WEEKS AFTER THE ATTACKS OF OCTOBER 7, 2023

“



Teaching Peace  
The academic program staff found that students were thirsty for the 
opportunity to continue to learn. They came to the Institute with hope 
for a better tomorrow. 

In the midst of this, the Institute’s rigorous academic curriculum  
added three new courses and reintroduced one to the spring  
semester curriculum:

•	 Changing the Intellectual Climate: A journey into the new 
vocabularies of global environmental change

•	 Conflict and Cooperation: An interdisciplinary exploration of 
environmental relations in the Middle East

•	 Green Building & Socio-Economic Values

•	 Water and Economics: Applying the Multi-Year Water Allocation 
System (MYWAS) model
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The New Center for  
Climate Change Policy & Research

Our new Center for Climate Change Policy and Research, 
led by Dr. Elise Machline, integrates the Arava Institute’s 
various research disciplines using a multidisciplinary 
approach to face the challenges posed by climate change. 
The Center’s working groups include researchers from 
throughout the region pursuing food security, public health, 
eco-districts, and transboundary water management 
research. Under the leadership of Dr. Machline, the Center 
worked to organize region-wide responses to the impact of 
climate change, despite the challenges of meeting during 
the war.  

We are grateful for the generous support of the Diane and 
Guilford Glazer Foundation, the Isidore and Penny Myers 
Foundation and Marc Friedman.

Working Regionally  
for Climate Resilience 
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The Arava Institute applies the lessons of cross-border 
environmental cooperation to facilitate practical, on-
the-ground projects through civil society cooperation 
between Israel, Palestine, and Jordan to improve lives, 
protect the environment, and support sustainable 
resolution of conflict. During this past year, this Center 
began to work on: 

•	 Jumpstarting Hope in Gaza, launched 
and led with Palestinian partner  
Damour for Community Development. 
They are an international multi-
sector coalition, working to bring our 
environmental expertise to rapidly 
deploy water and wastewater treatment, 
sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) solutions, 
as well as energy solutions, providing immediate 
relief to Gazan civilians in Green Refugee Shelters 
while long-term strategies are in development.

•	 Harvesting Cooperation, funded by USAID, is 
an initiative to bring Water, Energy, Food and 
Ecosystems (WEFE) pilot projects and training 
programs to Israeli, Palestinian and Jordanian 
communities concurrently. 

Applied Environmental Diplomacy
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Partnering with Unrecognized 
Bedouin Villages 
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Off-grid technologies use renewable energy and are not reliant on an 
electrical grid or sewage systems. In Israel, roughly 1/3 of the 300,000 
Bedouin in Israel live off-grid and do not have access to clean drinking 
water or electricity. The Institute’s applied research centers are developing 
off-grid technologies to bring environmental solutions to communities 
like the Bedouin.  We also provide capacity-building training so that 
communities understand their value and learn how to use and maintain 
these technologies.

“The days on the kibbutz were like 
therapy. I was depressed and this was 
the best treatment. We need to return 
to nature and to our traditions, and  
we need to invest in solar power.” 

	 -	FATIMA, participant in the renewable energy    
 	workshop at Kibbutz Ketura
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•	 Solar Energy for Bedouins | The Arava Institute hosted a seminar in 
August on “Solar energy as a catalyst for regional development in the 
Bedouin community” in cooperation with the Bedouin Society for Off-Grid 
and Unrecognized Villages in the Eastern Negev region. This seminar 
is part of a series of lectures, trainings, and capacity building activities 
run by the Institute since January 2023. The series aims to provide 
sustainable solutions for renewable energy, water conservation and 
production, wastewater treatment, agriculture, and a circular economy.

•	 The first Bedouin Climate Justice conference in December in Segev 
Shalom discussed renewable energy solutions in Bedouin settlements 
and covered issues of safety during the war for the Bedouin community. 
This work is led by Fareed Mahameed, who is an alum and the Assistant 
Director of the Institute’s Center for Transboundary Water Management.

•	 In May, a Solar Program for Women, a first-ever workshop for Israeli 
Bedouin and Palestinian women interested in exploring the fundamentals 
of practical and theoretical aspects of solar energy, covered topics 
including sources to acquire necessary permissions and funding to 
implement solar power for their home, as well as hands-on workshops to 
enhance their practical skills.   

•	 The Off-Grid Hub for Climate Resiliency is a pedagogical hub at a Bedouin 
high-school in al-Furaa that serves 1,200 students and will be a model 
for off-grid communities that lack wastewater treatment infrastructure. 
These are the first and only off-grid classrooms in Israel. Students will 
learn about hi-tech innovative sustainability through 5 technologies: 
wastewater treatment, solar power, conversion of waste into energy for 
cooking and heating (biodigesters), atmospheric water generation to 
create drinking water from moisture in the air, and community gardens 
using recycled water.
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Environmental Research
Agrivoltaics | Our Center for Renewable Energy and Energy Conservation, 
led by Dr. Tali Zohar, is piloting the harvesting of crops using an Agrivoltaic 
system (AgriPV), where crops are grown directly under solar panels.  
New AgriPV plots were installed on the Arava Institute campus, where we 
harvested crops including tomatoes and sweet potatoes. This technology  
may help farmers at risk of losing their farms due to increased droughts.  

We are grateful for the generous support of the FS Foundation, the Ronald S. Roadburg 
Foundation and the Isidore and Bertha Gudelsky Foundation for this work.

Supplying Wastewater Treatment Technology in the West Bank  | The Institute 
is partnering to supply our patented wastewater treatment and reuse system, 
Laguna Innovation, as well as large-scale biogas disgesters, to support a dairy 
operation in the West Bank. This system treats the sewage from the milking 
parlor for reuse. It also uses cow manure to extract biogas, which produces 
electricity to run the boilers in the dairy.

Ancient Judaean Dates  | In August, we harvested our world famous ancient 
dates for the 4th year. Hannah is our only fruit-bearing Ancient Judaean 
date tree as of now. The tree was sprouted from a 2,000 year-old seed, and 
pollinated by Methuselah, another Ancient Judaean date tree. This harvest 
of these ancient dates is the continuation of an ambitious, decades-long 
experiment to raise the biblical-era Phoenix dactylifera — date palm —  
from the dead.
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International  
Partnerships  
and Conferences
The Arava Institute participates regionally and globally 
as we continue to expand and develop our international 
partnerships beyond the United Nations: 

In September 2023, the Arava Institute partnered with the 
Environmental Change Institute of the University of Oxford on a 
joint project to build resilience to climate change through citizen-led 
energy transition in Israel and the UK, generously supported by the 
British Council Wohl Clean Growth Alliance Grants.    

The Arava Institute’s Center for Climate Change Policy and 
Research held its first convening at the Cyprus Institute, launching 
a partnership with the Cyprus Institute’s Eastern Mediterranean 
Middle East Climate Change Initiative. 

The Arava Institute’s Center for Transboundary Water Management 
completed its partnership with GREENinMED, an EU-funded 
transboundary project with partners from Spain, France, and 
Israel that aimed to increase water and energy efficiency and 
sustainability in the Mediterranean tourism industry. Eleven hotels 

in Israel were selected to receive 
free consultations on how 

to improve their water 
and energy efficiency. 



Alumni engagement is an integral part of our mission. The Institute 
recently established the Fund for Entrepreneurship and Creativity. 
Through seed grants, the Institute provides financial and capacity 
building support for alumni to harness the skills they develop at the 
Institute to launch new endeavors. These funds enable alumni to start 
cross-cultural business and social initiatives and to create a network of 
relationships that support sustainability and stability in the Middle East. 

•	 Mazra’ah Community | Promoting Jewish - Bedouin friendship and 
cooperation around environmental sustainability

•	 Fostering Israeli-Palestinian Cross-Border Environmental 
Cooperation and Innovation | Empowering activists navigating 
tumultuous times, fostering resilience, and providing practical tools 
for personal growth 

•	 Thayalu | Teaching Arabic language and culture to Jewish  
Israeli children 

•	 Masafer Sustainable Footwear | Supporting the artisan Palestinian 
shoemaking market 

This program is made possible by support from Ethan Grossman and the  
United States Institute of Peace.

Alumni Programs
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The Arava Institute 
BOASTS OVER 

1,900 
A L U M N I

W O R L D W I D E



ALUMNI HIGHLIGHTS 

•	 During the Alumni Palooza held at the Institute in May, 15 alumni 
came back to the campus to meet with the current students 
and interns and share their experiences, expertise, and projects 
over the years. Many work in environmental and peacebuilding 
fields. During these challenging times, their commitment to 
transboundary environmental cooperation and activism shows 
there are true partners for peace in the Middle East.

•	 A group of Palestinian and Israeli Arava Institute alumni created 
the Whatsapp group “Voices of Solidarity” in the fall to share 
messages promoting peace and solidarity during the ongoing war. 
The goal of the group is to “work together to change the current 
violent and segregated discourse around us, to one of protection 
of innocent civilians, and dialogue, and to amplify the voices of 
those who want to live together, know how to live together, and 
are learning to live together.”
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Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed and Institute faculty visited communities 
throughout the United States and spoke both virtually and 
in person. For those unable to meet in person, Friends of 
the Arava Institute continued its series of online programs 
called “Voices on the Ground,” discussing the challenges of 
environmental peacebuilding during wartime: 

•	 Teaching during Times of War, with Arava Institute faculty 
member Dr. Miri Lavi-Neeman and Academic Director  
Dr. Jessica Schackermann. 

•	 Institute Briefing, with Dr. David Lehrer, who spoke about 
the current situation on the ground and how the Institute 
envisions the possibility of future cooperation through our 
applied environmental diplomacy work. 

•	 Cultivating Coexistence and Hope through Environmental 
Dialogue, with Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed at Central Synagogue  
in New York. 

•	 Communities of Hope: The Hostage and Missing  
Families Forum and the Arava Institute, with  
Ambassador Daniel Shek, Arava Institute Board member.

ENGAGING COMMUNITIES  
BEYOND THE REGION
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ENGAGING COMMUNITIES  
BEYOND THE REGION
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Despite the challenges of the war, faculty members and research 
staff presented at conferences and seminars and kept publishing 
in 2023–4. Highlights include:

•	 International Environmental Leadership | Executive Director  
Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed presented in Greece at the Sparta 
Symposia of Ideas in August: “Towards a sustainable 
ecosystem.” Dr. Abu Hamed presented on the role of 
environmental diplomacy in advancing regional Water– 
Energy–Food nexus initiatives.

•	 Viral Presence of Covid in Wastewater | Wastewater can be 
an important resource for passively detecting viruses like 
SARS-CoV-2. Researchers from the Arava Institute’s Center 
for Transboundary Water Management, including Director of 
the Center, Dr. Clive Lipchin, and Assistant Director Fareed 
Mahameed, and Ben-Gurion University of the Negev took 
advantage of this fact for a research study along the Hebron 
Stream in the Negev. Their recently published paper concluded 
that under-testing and asymptomatic transmission in Bedouin 
communities led to a mismatch between reported coronavirus 
cases and viral presence in wastewater.

Scholarly Output

Dr. Abu Hamed 
at the Sparta 
Symposium  
of Ideas.



The Arava Institute became a sought after thought partner as 
news outlets looked for information on the environmental impact 
of the war and were eager to find stories of Israeli/Palestinian 
continued engagement.

A few of the Institute’s features in news outlets and  
podcasts follow here. For a complete list, please visit  
arava.org/about-our-community/in-the-news/

Collaborative water management can be a building block for 
peace between Israelis and Palestinians, by Clive Lipchin & 
Richard Friend – The Conversation, October 30, 2023

Amid Israel-Hamas War, Some Still See a Path to Coexistence,  
by Marc Champion (Bloomberg) – Washington Post, October 29, 
2023, quotes Dr. David Lehrer 

Climate unites us, by Laura Lynch – CBC, October 29, 2023,  
Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed is interviewed 

In Palestine and Israel, De-Escalating Conflict Through 
Environmental Action, by Daphne Chouliaraki Milner –  
Atmos, October 24th, 2023, featuring Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed

MEDIA RECOGNITION
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https://arava.org/about-our-community/in-the-news/

https://theconversation.com/what-arizona-and-other-drought-ridden-states-can-learn-from-israels-pioneering-water-strategy-212816
https://theconversation.com/what-arizona-and-other-drought-ridden-states-can-learn-from-israels-pioneering-water-strategy-212816
https://theconversation.com/what-arizona-and-other-drought-ridden-states-can-learn-from-israels-pioneering-water-strategy-212816
https://theconversation.com/what-arizona-and-other-drought-ridden-states-can-learn-from-israels-pioneering-water-strategy-212816
https://theconversation.com/what-arizona-and-other-drought-ridden-states-can-learn-from-israels-pioneering-water-strategy-212816
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-429-what-on-earth/clip/16070153-how-palestinians-israelis-connecting-climate
https://www.cbc.ca/listen/live-radio/1-429-what-on-earth/clip/16070153-how-palestinians-israelis-connecting-climate
https://atmos.earth/palestine-israel-de-escalating-conflict-environmental-action/
https://atmos.earth/palestine-israel-de-escalating-conflict-environmental-action/
https://atmos.earth/palestine-israel-de-escalating-conflict-environmental-action/
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Visit the Middle East with Us!

2025 ISRAEL RIDE
OCTOBER 28–NOVEMBER 3, 2025
Embark on an unforgettable cycling journey 
from Jerusalem to Eilat in support of the Arava 
Institute. Enjoy five glorious days of biking, with 
route options for recreational, experienced, 
and non-riders. All routes are fully supported 
with plentiful local food, wonderful crew and 
mechanics, and great overnight locations.

LEARN MORE ON THE ISRAEL RIDE WEBSITE! 

CULTIVATING HOPE STUDY TOUR
This curated small group journey through Israel, Jordan, and the 
West Bank gives participants exclusive on-the-ground access to 
the culture, politics, and environment of the Middle East. Led by 
regional experts in environmental peacebuilding, this trip takes 
you off the beaten track to delve into the complex realities of the 
region. Throughout the Study Tour, participants will be joined by 
Arava Institute Israeli, Palestinian, and Jordanian alumni engaged in 
environmental and coexistence efforts.

VISIT ARAVA.ORG/CULTIVATING-HOPE TO LEARN MORE.

https://israelride.org/
http://arava.org/cultivating-hope
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THE WORK AHEAD
The tragic events of October 7 and the ongoing war 
in Gaza have only reinforced the critical need for the 
Institute’s work to advance environmental cooperation  
in the Middle East. 

As Tareq said in Atmos magazine, “I have no doubt that 
both sides, Palestinians and Israelis, will have a very 
difficult time overcoming this trauma. As someone who 
has been involved in peacebuilding and transboundary 
work for many years, I [believe] this one will be a  
different one. Grief, anger, stress, feelings for revenge  
are everywhere.” Despite this, Tareq emphasizes that  
we must press on—that we don’t have the luxury to wait 
for peace.

Our students, alumni, and partners continue with us 
towards a vision of a peaceful future. The Institute offers 
not only hope but a platform for action. In the year ahead, 
we will advance our work in environmental diplomacy 
by leveraging our regional and increasingly global 
partnerships to build climate resilience through policy 
and research. We will use our environmental expertise to 
support humanitarian relief across borders. 

We thank you for your generous support, which will 
improve the lives of so many in our region and help build 
a future beyond this war.  



Hersh and  
Betsy Richman 
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Why We Support the Institute
Hersh and Betsy Richman have been dedicated supporters of the Arava 
Institute since their first Israel Ride in 2007. Hersh, a retired environmental 
lawyer and current trustee member of Friends of the Arava Institute, is 
drawn to the Institute’s focus on environmental research in the region. Betsy, 
a retired psychologist, values the transformative power of dialogue among 
diverse participants. Their shared commitment to peace and understanding 
drives their involvement.

During their recent trip to the Institute and Israel in May 2024, Hersh and 
Betsy were inspired by the determination and collaboration evident within 
the Institute’s community. They noted that engaging with current projects 
and conversing with students reinforced their belief in the possibility of 
positive change, even in challenging times. “It’s easy to feel disheartened by 
the news, but we must remember that there are those who strive for hope 
and understanding. We should hold on to that thread of optimism,” says 
Betsy. They returned with a renewed belief of the potential for cooperation 
and understanding in the region.

Hersh and Betsy believe that fostering connections through dialogue is 
essential for lasting change, and they view the Arava Institute as a powerful 
example of this principle. They appreciate how individuals from diverse 
backgrounds and differing histories can come together to listen, discuss, 
and appreciate each other’s perspectives. By supporting the Institute, 
they hope to demonstrate that cooperation can thrive even in challenging 
circumstances.



FINANCIALS
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EXPENSES  $4,329,000

RESEARCH &  
PROJECTS	 $1,225,000 	 28%

ACADEMICS	 $1,227,000 	 28%

ADMINISTRATION	 $948,000 	 22%

FACILITIES &  
EQUIPMENT	 $108,000 	 2%

PUBLIC  
ENGAGEMENT	 $821,000 	 19%

ARAVA INSTITUTE (1/1/23–12/31/23)

REVENUE  $4,491,000

US  
CONTRIBUTIONS	 $2,217,000 	 49%

US GRANTS	 $1,118,000 	 20%

INTERNATIONAL  
GRANTS	 $586,000 	 18%

INTERNATIONAL  
CONTRIBUTIONS  
& TUITION	 $307,000 	 7%

NORTH AMERICAN  
TUITION	 $82,000 	 2%

SHORT TERM  
PROGRAMS	 $181,000 	 4%
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GRANTS 	 $1,893,000 	 41%

INDIVIDUAL  
DONATIONS 	 $2,067,000 	 44%

INVESTMENTS &  
OTHER INCOME	 $308,000 	 7%

SPECIAL EVENT  
REVENUE – NET	 $306,000 	 7%

TUITION REVENUE	 $81,000 	 2%

FRIENDS OF THE ARAVA INSTITUTE (7/1/23–6/30/24) 

REVENUE  $4,681,000 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND*  
AFFILIATE FUNDRAISING

$914,000 
*JNF is no longer a partner 
as of 1/1/24
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Serena Foundation
Marion & Ronald Stein
Harvey & Ann Tettlebaum
Peter & Deborah Wexler

$5,000-$9,999
Debra Aaron
Adler Family Fund
Rabbi Bob & Sherri Alper
Anonymous
Lawrence & Marcia Arem
David Arfin & Madeline 

Chaleff
William and Debbie  

Becker Fund
Michael Bien

Dr. Jerome &  
Elaine Blumenthal 
Philanthropic Fund

Boyarsky Maisel  
Family Foundation

David & Ora Chaiken
Brett & Heidi Cohen
Neal Epstein & Helen Feuer
Cerri Friedman
Richard & Renee Goldman 

Philanthropic Fund
Adam & Beth Goldstein
Jon & Rabbi Carol  

Harris-Shapiro
David & Deborah Hoffer
Benjamin Isgur &  

Shoshana Thoma-Isgur
Langer Family Foundation
Mary Ann Levitt
Jeffrey Menick
Mitchell Moskowitz &  

Cindy Sweet Moskowitz
Jeremy Moss
Miriam Newman &  

Michael Pinnolis
Parritz Family  

Charitable Fund
Patriot Foundation
Elisa Rapaport
Shai & Judy Robkin
Howie & Susie Rodenstein
Larry & Lisa Rogoff
Ivan & Rina Rosenberg
Obadiah Designated Fund
Rubin Family Fund
Sam Berman Charitable 

Foundation
Marcee & Mark Samberg
Andrew Schiller & Susan 

Westmoreland
Stuart & Joan Schoenfeld
Myron & Linda Schonfeld
Oarsmen Foundation
Kim Shafer
Sharon Shapiro
The Shulman Family 

Charitable Fund
Jay and Shari Steinberg
Joan Tabb Waisbein &  

David Waisbein
Mark Tashjian & Erin Kaufman
David & Deborah Yaffe

26

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
WHO MADE GIFTS BETWEEN JULY 1, 2023 AND JUNE 30, 2024

We are very grateful to our supporters. We apologize in advance for any omissions or mistakes.



$1,000-$4,999
Tareq Abu Hamed
Albert E. Marks  

Charitable Trust
Paul & Justine Allerhand
Andrea & Richard Amend
Anonymous (6)
Jonathan Arogeti
Jane Barnet
Rosalyn Becker
Ann Berdy
Barry Bergman
Steve & Gita Berman
Bernard & Audrey Berman 

Foundation
Michael & Diana Bickford
E. Joan Blum
Mark and Donna Blum
Sharon Boguch
Debra Brand
Bread & Roses Fund
William Burns
Joan & Harold Burstyn  

Donor Advised Fund
Chebot Family  

Charitable Fund
Gerald & Elizabeth Cohen
Harvey & Katharine Cohen
Janice Cohen & Byron Fisher
Rabbi Michael Cohen & 

Alison Hill
Roberto Cohen
Sharon B. Cohen Donor 

Advised Fund
Faith Coleman
Congregation Nevei Kodesh
Robert Cooper &  

Miriam Leeser
Dale-Harverd Family Account
Dates Fund of the Community 

Foundations of the Hudson 
Valley

Carole de Beer
Daniel Derman
Robert Deutsch
Diamond Family Make a 

Difference Fund
Reuben & Rivka Dori
William & Linda Drunsic
David Eisenberg &  

Fran Caplan

Elias Family  
Philanthropic Fund

Gary & Dena Elovitz
Katherine Elsner
Michael & Joyce Ettinger
Brock Evans & Linda Garcia
Barry & Karen Fierst
Carolyn & Steven Flammey 

Charitable Gift Fund
1966 Charitable Trust
Russell & Brenda Frank
Gail Fribush
Nanette & Jose Fridman 

Trust
Michelle & Benjamin Belfer 

Philanthropic Fund
Steven Fuchs &  

Brian Lancaster
Margaret Gardner
Janis Gildin
Paul Gillis
Jason & Dena Glasgow
Glassman Charitable Fund
Goddard-Mele Living Trust
Debbie J. Goldman 

Philanthropic Fund
Evan Goldman
Frances E. Goldman  

Social Justice Fund
Robert Goldstein &  

Mara Riemer Goldstein
Idy Goodman
Daniel Gordis
Susan Gordon
Harvey & Patti Gould
Wendy & Steve Greenspan
Sharon & Michael Grinker
Judy & Alan Gross 

Philanthropic Fund
Jacalyn Guon
Darrell Haile & Annette Alpert
Heinrich Foundation 

Charitable Giving
Debbie & James Heller
Paul & Shelly Hendler
Samuel & Meredith Hendler
Mark Hornung &  

Jacqueline Pardo
Sonya Hurst
Sherry Israel
Joann & Thomas Adler 

Family Foundation

Judy Joseph & Mark 
Greenberg

Kann-Silverman Family Fund
Maribeth & Ted Kaptchuk
Deborah Katz Lamdany 

Giving Fund
Leah Grace Kayler
Kehillat Israel 

Reconstructionist 
Congregation of  
Pacific Pallisades

Lawrence & Toba S. Kerson
Honey Kessler Amado
Leslie Kimerling
Emily Klenin
Klieger Charitable Fund
Koch-Gelernter Family Fund
Nancy Kolodny
Charles Koplik &  

Susan Tafler
Zachary & Keisha Korenstein
Victor & Jennifer  

Laszlo Mizrahi
Gail LeBow
Leighton Family Fund
Re’ut Fund
Rabbi John Linder &  

Nancy Levy Linder
Jonathan & Andrea Liss
Lea Llevy
Lord Stone of Blackheath
Robyn Loup
Madsen Family Foundation
Danuta Majchrowicz
Jodi & Ross Mansbach
Stephen Margolis
Robert Mayo Memorial Fund
Tilden and Cathy Mendelson
Richard Mintz
Musher Family Fund
Ami Nahshon
Marilyn Newman
Joel Nomkin
Jenny Norton & Bob Ramsey
Stephen Oppenheimer
Bonnie Orlin
Peleh Fund
Pines Family Charitable  

Gift Fund
Jeffrey Pitler
Jack z”l and Andrea Platt

Michael & Mary Alice Polifka
Russell Potter
Lydia Preisler Shorenstein
Roberta Quiat
Jean & Ronald Rawitt
Hershel & Betsy Richman
Tom Rosenberg
Bettejane Rosenblum
Gregory Rosenblum
Carla Rosenthal
Gerald & Bonnie Roth
Annette Rotter
Phillip Rubin
Saint Andrew’s  

Episcopal Church
Hillel & Judy Salomon
Samuel Tabas  

Family Foundation
Nigel Savage 
Tamar & Craig Schneider
Gail Schorsch Fund
Lori Schuldiner Schor & 

Joshua Schor
Patricia & David Schwartz
Patricia Segal & Stephen 

Segal Family Charitable 
Foundation

Senville Foundation
Joanne Shapiro  

Philanthropic Fund
Merry Sherman
Karli Sherwinter
Adam Shyevitch &  

Niki Lamberg
Joseph & Sharon Siegel
Karl & Paula Singer
Howard & Nancy Smith
Frederique & Conrad Smits
Michael Switzenbaum &  

Gail Schumman
Jill Tannenbaum
Yaniv Tepper
Twelve Twenty-One Fund
Debra Vodenos
Stuart Wallock
Pam & Mark Weinstein
Weiss Family Charitable 

Fund
Michael Fischer &  

Susann Wilkinson
Thomas Williams
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$500-$999
Anonymous
George Aronson
Auerbach Adler  

Charitable Giving Fund
Theodore & Cheryl Banks
Fred Baurer & Sharon Pollak
Kerrin and Stephne Behrend
Mark Belsky
Marc Benardout
Steven & Ilene Berman
Donald Bernstein
Nancy Bernstein
Kenneth Blank
The Bocian Family Gift Fund
Jeremy & Michele Bollinger
Ross & Wendy Born
Reverend Bill Borror
Catherine & David Brous
Warren Butt & Elaine 

Schmerling
Camper Family  

Charitable Fund
Michael Ceigler
Jacoby Chiel Foundation
Glenda Claremon
Barbara Cohen
Samuel Dorevitch
Julie Dorfman & Jerry Herst
Emanuel Synagogue 

Brotherhood
Weingarten Fabrikant  

Family Fund
Gene & Ruth Fax
Mike Field &  

Nechama Bernhardt
Linda Forst
Sharon Friedman
Mauricio & Tamara L. Futran
Gamzu Family Fund
Gardenswartz Priestly Fund
Mark & Stacey Gendal
Friedman Charitable  

Gift Fund
Steven Gold
Brian Goldstein
Mr. & Mrs. Edward W 

Goldstein

Richard Goodall
Goodwin Foundation
Fred Gordon
Neal & Norma Gordon
Deborah Greitzer
Gruss Hirsch Family Fund
Barbara Gural Steinmetz & 

Thomas Steinmetz
Libby Hill
Ann Ginsburgh Hofkin &  

Mike Hofkin
Stephanie Holmes
Karen & Mike Isaacson
David & Sara Jewett Fund
Mark & Ruth Joffe
Micha Josephy
Lynn & Michael Kahan 

Charitable Fund
Jenya Kahn-Lang  

Charitable Fund
Stuart Kiken
Steven Kirshenbaum
Ken Klothen &  

Eve Biskind Klothen
Joanna Kobylivker
Gary & Barbara Krupp
Daphne Lasky
Christopher & Judith Leich 

Family Fund
Ken Letzler
Sheldon & Kelsey Liber
Elizabeth & Joe Lichy Donor 

Advised Continuity Fund
Alicia Lieberman Richman
Marc Mangel
Max Kagan Family Foundation
Timothy McCracken
Steve & Judith McPhail
Jane Miller
Mark Miller & Michele  

Fleeter Miller
Courtney Newmark
PatWorks
Susan Patz
Juli Pealstrom
Aliza Peleg
Stephen Poppel
Elliott Rebhun & Brad Voigt

Alix Rice
Shuli & Avi Rockoff
Esther Rose
Mordechai Rothschild
Dahlia Rudavsky &  

Robert Jampol
Jaymie Saks
David & Diane Saltzman
Jennifer Saulino
Carol Schneider
Barbara Segal &  

Howard Brown
Harriet Sepinwall
Shapiro Family  

Charitable Fund
Gary Sherne
Richard Shore
Rachel Siegal
Tracy Soehle
Lauren Solomon
Sarra Spierer
Stanger Family Fund
Ulanet Family Donor  

Advised Fund
Michael & Serene Victor
Erik & Joyce Videlock
Walnut Street Minyan 

Tzedakah Committee
Joyce Weiner
Kathleen Wheatley &  

Keith Lindenbaum
Ann Wimpfheimer &  

Edward Snyder
Daniel Woodrow &  

Myndie Brown
Alicia Yaffe
Gary Zaidenweber &  

Rachel Adelman
Susan Zinder
Mark & Margie Zivin Gift Fund

$180-$499
Carlyn Aarish
Hemzeh Abdelmuti
Barry Ableman
Steven Ackerman
Scott Adler
Irit Aharony
The Alex Benjamin  

Memorial Fund
Michele Alperin &  

Steven Sheriff
Anonymous (3)
Elvira Anzueto Ramirez
Susan Armstrong
Ruth Aronson
Smadar Babchuck
Charles Bach &  

Robin Dolsky Bach
Lawrence Neil Bailis
Joseph Barr
Alan Bashevkin
Stephen & Lynn Baum
Sandy Bean
Howard & Suzanne Bearman
Ken Bearman & Karla Larsen
Jeffrey Bedrick
Jonathan Beit-Aharon
Ellen Bender
Debra Benovitz
Paulette Benson
Sharon & Edward Bergman
Orlee Berlove
Neil Blecherman
Steve Blechman
Lester Blumberg &  

Robin Hasenfeld
Robert Book
Daniel Bornstein
Ken Bowden
Monica Brettler
Hillel Bromberg &  

Chaya Shahan Bromberg
Jim Sebenius & Nancy Buck
Alan & Ruth Bunin
Karen Cantor
Jonathan Cedarbaum
Jessica Charlap
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Andrew & Cynthia Cohen
David Cohen
Laurence Cohen
Michael & Jackie Cohen
Steven Cohen
Arieh & Lisa Coll
Michael Comins
Congregation Beth El
Margot Barnet & David Coyne 

Tzedek Charitable Trust
Chuck & Ada Beth Cutler
Thomas Dalton
Elisa Deener-Agus
Robert & Sara Dickman
Matt & Louisa Dilmaghani
Russell Donnelly
Mark Druy &  

Johanna Rothman
Jo-Anne Duchen
Betsy Eckstein
Lynne Edelman
Edelson Giving Fund
Herbert & Linda Eichler
Gerald Eichner
Daniel Eisenberg
Jesse Elovitz
Gail Elson
Norman & Marlene Feinstein
Lee Feldman
Rabbi Susan Fendrick
Richard Fiedotin
Bernard & Audrey Berman 

Foundation
Malinda Fishman
Karen Fiss
Howard Flaxman
Joel Fleishman
Ernest & Paula Fraenkel
Judith Frank
Carl Frankel
Craig Frankel
Susan Frankel
Ronald Fuller
Yoav Gal
Lynne & Scott Galanti
Daniel Gallancy

David & Jody Gastfriend
Catharyn & Mike Gildesgame
Karen Glanz
Rabbi Jeff & Mindy Glickman
Bruce Godick
Eliot Goldberg
Jill Goldenberg
Brent & Wendy Goldman
Mirele Goldsmith &  

Richard Marker
Philip & Carol Goldsmith
Harvey Goldstein
Stephen Goodman & 

Elisabeth Katz Goodman
Bruce Gordon
Gregg & Ruth Gorrin  

Family Fund
Peter & Gavriela Gottlieb
Janice & Elliot Greenberg
Tova Greenberg
Matt Greenwood
Marvin Griff
Gross-Baker Family 

Philanthropic Fund
Rachel & Bob Gur-Arie
Jonathan Hakakian
Alan Halpern
James & Marilyn Hand
Elissa Hassman Waldstein
Helena Healy
Judy Herzig-Marx
Arthur & Betty Hirsch
Jerome Hoberman
Marilyn Hoffman
Morton Hoffman
Pascal Jabbour
Ted & Debby Jewett
Linda Kane
Dan and Bekki Kaplan
Evelyn Karson
Linda Kasten
Ariel Kaufman
Naomi & Daniel Kayne 
Richard Kazis
Lisa Kempler &  

Bruce Weinstock
Mindy Kershner

Camille Kirk
Jillian & Anthony Klaff
Steven & Miriam Klane
Rabbi Jonathan Kligler &  

Ms. Ellen Jahoda
Marvin Kon
Rabbi Ira & Sally Korinow
Brenda Korn
Andrew Kriegel
Jake & Linda Kriger
Michael Kronenberg
Jeanne Kuntz
Luis & Lee Lainer
Larchmont Temple
April Lasher-Sanders
Adina Lebowitz
Hannah Lee
Leifer Family Fund
Caren & Adam Levin
Ronnie Levin
Stacy Levitan
Monica Levy
Myrtle Lewin
Matthew Liebman
Robert & Meryl Lindenberg
Arleen Lipsman
Ari Lucas
Rabbi Michael Luckens & 

Sharon Schumack
Julie Lyss
Lawrence MacDonald & 

Hannah Moore
Roderick Macneil
Lewis Maleh
Harvey Mamon &  

Roberta Fern
Margaret Mandell
Davida Manon
Robert Marcovitch &  

Elise Eplan
Andrea Rae Markowicz
Hilary & Eric Marks
Judith May
Adrea Mehl
Harold & Kes Messinger
Bernard & Barbara Meyers
Gary Michaels

Marla Milne
Judith Myers
Mara Natkins
Deborah Neipris &  

Clifford Hendler
Sara & David Nelson
David Newman
Francine Nisbet
Naomi & Keith Osher
Jordan Osterman
Michael Ostroff &  

Esther Rosenberg
Louis & Joyce Pack
Andra Patterson
Mary Pearl
Jayne & Darren Peister
Rabbi Barbara Penzner & 

Brian Roseman
Gary Pforzheimer
William Philip
Saul & Nancy Pilchen
Jacob Pinnolis
Joshua Pinnolis &  

Rebecca Redner
Helen Plotkin
Polasky Furgang Family Fund
William Pomeranz &  

Mrs. Harriet Prensky
Jonathan Price
Shashi Ramakrishna
Mr. Daniel Ramer
Robert & Debra Rathauser
Rebitzer Philanthropic Fund
Paula & Azzy Reckess
Sidney Redner
Marc & Miriam Reimer
Rabbi Sarah Reines &  

Richard Bornstein
Rabbi Seth Riemer
Stanley Robboy &  

Marion Meyer-Robboy
Reuben & Smadar Rock
James Roethe
Ryan Roi
Daniel Romano
Aaron Roodman
Ronit Rose

(continued on next page)
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Gary & Naomi Rosner
Harold Rostoker
Joy Rostoker
Beth-Ann Roth
Jacqueline Royce
Eric Ruder
Robin Sabes
Eslee Samberg
Rabbi Benjamin &  

Stephanie Samuels
Jonathan Saperstein & 

Marilyn Greenberg
Pb Schechter
Jonah Schein
Loren Scherbak
Robert Schloss & Emily Sack
Nancy Schneider &  

Richard Wysong
Esther Schor
Gideon Schor
Laura Schor
Shayna Schor &  

Jonathan Cohen
Carol Schwartz
Felicity Schwartz
Janet Segal & Neal Green
Rachel Selvin

Robert Shatten
Walter & Barbara Sherwood
Lynn Shyevitch
Bennett Simon &  

Roberta Apfel
David Simon & Andrea Jason
Matthew Slater &  

Faith Roessel
Robert & Claudia Slipakoff
Irwin & Ceevah Sobel Charity
Rabbi Marc Soloway
Alan Spector
Rabbi Toba Spitzer
Lois Squires
Rabbi David Starr
Sarina & Allan Steinmetz
Yoni Stevens Neirman & 

Stephen Neirman
Ellen Stone
Rachelle Taqqu
Temple B`nai Israel
Marc & Angela Thal
Pleasantville Community 

Synagogue
William Thomas
Tractenberg Family Fund
Seth Tuler

Robert & Marlyn Vogel
Barbara Wagner
Ben Wagner
Mitchell Wand & Barbara 

Freedman Wand
Beth Waterman
Bruce Waxman &  

Sarah Elpern
Miriam & David Weil
Rabbi Sheila Weinberg
Norman Weiner
Elahna Weinflash
Elliott & Sue Weinstein and 

Family Fund
Paul & Allison Weiss
Rabbi Samuel Weiss
Janet Wellish
Avi Winokur
Joshua Wirtschafter
Jonathan Wittenberg
Tara Wolfson & Nate Hoffman
Janet Wolkoff
Peter Yolles & Jill Einstein
Raphael Zack
Heather Zacker
Zargon Giving Fund

$1 - $179
Benjamin & Gail Adams
Emily Aho
Kaitlyn Albanese
Henry Albert
Risa & David Altman
Steve & Jane Altshuler
Anonymous
Robin Appel & Steven Kettell
Orly Arbit
Carmit Archibald
Arlene Ash
Debby & Irv Askow
Jeff Bachrach & Karen Cohen 

Donation Fund
Sara Back
David & Lynn Badain
Joanne Baker
Shelly Ball
Jeffrey Ballin
Cheray & Yehuda Balulu
Harvey & Trudy Barash
Irma Becker
Jeffrey Becker
Susan Becker
Sheeren Bellinghausen



Hannah Belsky
Emile Bendit
Rabbi Eve Ben-Ora
Rebecca Benson
Abra Berkowtiz
Ginny Berkowitz
Abraham Bernanke
Janet Bieringer
Russell Bikoff
Batya Billinkoff
Edward & Estha Blachman
Eileen Blefeld
Paul Blum
Goldie Blumenstyk
Janice & Gary Blumenthal
Sharon Bober
Geoff Bock
Jerome & Carol Bodian
Jeffrey Borkan &  

Suzanne Jacobs
Sean Boyd
Rebecca Brand
Stephanie Bransdorfer
Lisa Brenner
Larry Bressler
Elyse Buchman
Becky Buckwald
Julie & Andrew Burden
Judi Burten & Kevin Soll
Diane Buxbaum
Marcia Caplan
Rachel Caplan
Ronit Caplan
Rachel Chalmer
Jessica Chamlee
Dori Chandler
Anisha Chugh
Edward Clowes
Amy Cohen & Mark Spiller
Beatrice Cohen
Brian Cohen
Ellis Cohen
Hillel Cohen
Lawrence Cohen
Mitch Cohen
Philip Cohen

Seth Cohen
Anna Coltrane
Or Zarua Congregation
Congregation Adas Emuno
Cynthia Conston-Savett
Tom Cooper &  

Chris Engemann
Michael Cotter
Sarah Cutler
Robert Daley
Jeffrey Dannick
Arthur Davis
Bradley Davis
Elliott & Brad Davis
Ellen & Howard Deixler
David Denenberg
Louise Derzansky
Janice Dexter-Ganek
Stuart & Betsy  

Diamant-Cohen
David Diskin
Herb Dreyer
Stacy Drossner
Steven & Cynthia Drysdale
Andy Dubin
Randi Eckstein
Sharon Eckstein
Judi Edelson
Henry Einhorn
Fran Elovitz
Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell
Noah Enelow
Susan & Harold Horowitz
Michael & Holly Fahn
Gray Fein Family Fund
Sari Fein
Helen Feinberg
Laura Feinberg
Julia Feldman
Bruce Ferber
Barbara Fields
Jean & John Finch
Libo Fineberg
Lisa Fishbayn Joffe
Janice Fishman
Philip & Sylvia Fishman

Susan Fleischman
Rabbi Jeff & Ellen Foust
Robert & Sara Franco
Shani & Sam Frank
Allan Freedman &  

Amy Rappaport
S & B Freidenreich Fund
Louise Freilich
Edward Friedman
Janet Friedman
Sandra Friedman
Sheila & Alan Friedman
Sara Friedman
Barry Friter
Fateeha Furqan
Ruth Gais
Becca Gan Levy
Erez Gan Levy
Lori Gara-Matthews
Candy & Buddy Gardner
Brad Gartenberg
Eric Gartenberg
David Gates
Carole & Joe Gekoski
Adena Geller
Travis Gering & Barbara Salz
David Gersh
Tom Giller
Rachel Gillum
Ginsburg Shuchat Family
Eric Girdler
Give Lively Foundation
Robert Glaz
Joseph & Sondra Glider
Sima Godfrey
Gold Family Charitable Trust
Ruth Gold
Bernard & Molly Goldberg
Leah Goldenberg
Alan & Terri Goldman
Diane Hirsch & Dan Goldstein
Rabbi Lizz Goldstein
Allegra Goodman
Daniel & Carol Goodman
Anne Gordon
Robb & Debe Gordon

Randy & Nancy Gorod
Gregory Gottlieb
Benjamin Goy Rabello
Maurice Green
Martin & Debra Greenberg
Judy & Sam Greenblatt
Sharon Greenfield
Janet Grillo
Alyssa Grinberg
Nancy Grodin
J. Barry Gurdin & Rita Jeremy
Stanley Gutman
Janet Halbert
Caryn Halle
Taylor Hallett
Tova Handelman
Waqar Haque
Merle Hass
Martha Hausman
Wendy Heligman
Abigail Henderson
Justine Henning
Jessica Hirsch Lynn
Dan Hoffman
Ruth Holt
Abigail Horn
Muriel Horowitz
James Horwitz
Margaret Voss Howard
Minna Immerman
Alan Iser
Sara Ito
Linda Jacobson
Vivian & Ralph Jacobson
Jonathan Jacoby
Marek Jeziorek
Evan John
Abby Johnston
Sharon Joy
Shami June
Elaine Kahn
Susan Kahn
Louis Kalikow
Roselyne Kamau
Bonnie Kaplan
Howard Kaplan
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Louis Kaplan
Jonathan Katz
Marilyn Katz
Sheila Katz
Terry Katz
David Kaufman
Anne Exter &  

Lance Kawesch Fund
Herbert & Sally Kepnes
Eleanor Kitces
Wendy Klein-Faller
Ralph Kleinman
Joyce & Harold Koch
Zieva Konvisser
Jonathan Kopp
Yossi & Aviva Korngold
Dane Kostin
Beth Kotek
Steve Kover
Roger & Lisa Krakoff
Robin Kramarow &  

Jonathan Mintz
Daniel & Debra Kramer
Michael Krause
Elliott Krefetz
Michael & Susan Kreitzer
Noel Kropf & Judy Kropf 

Charitable Fund
Leslie Kuperstein
Stanford Lamberg
Michael Landman-Karny
Debby Lapidus
Nancy Lapidus
Dorothy Lebach
Karen & Murrey Lecks-Cohen
Lori Lefkovitz &  

Rabbi Leonard Gordon
Martin Lemelman
Susanna Levin
Leonard Levine
Thea Levkovitz
Sheldon & Lucile Lichtblau
Andrea Lieber
Michael Lieberman &  

Randi Abramson
Deborah Liner &  

Mark Gordonthal
Erica Lippitz

Melissa Livney
Larry & Georgi Lockerman
Deenah Loeb
Rabbi Robert Tabak &  

Ruth Loew
Sharon Loftspring
Martin Lowenstein &  

Inbar Telem
Conor & Tamar  

Maccallan-Finkelman
Denni Mador
Stanley & Sheila Mandel
Traci Mann & Steve Engel
Ziva Mann
Yaron Marcus
Jenna Marks
David Maroti
Alan Mason
Ona & Tom Mastronarde
Jill & Steven Max
Amy McDonald
Ed McHugh
Marjorie McMahon
Greg McQuade
Linda Mearns
Karen Meister
Shawn Melamed
Hal & Susan Michels
Milgram Family Fund
Michael Millenson
Susan & Len Miller
Lisa Miller Ryan
Brandi Millis
Jessica Mink
Lisa Mink
Steven Mink
Lisa Morenoff
Jonathan Morgenstein
Edward Moscovitch
Mindy & Mark Mozenter
Bradley Myerson
Lisa Naide
Malcolm Navias
Tamra Nelson
David Ness-Cohn
Shlomo Nessim
Network for Good

Catherine Nolan
Francine Norling
Judith Nysenholc
Jeff & Margo Olson
Roberta Paikoff Holzmueller
Rabbi Leora Perkins
Vince Philippi
Eric Platt
The Plavin Family Charitable 

Trust
Mark Polasky
Marjorie Pollock
Johanna Potts
Alan & Carol Prushan
Frances Pszenica
Barry Puritz
Mason Rapaport
Ashley Reckess
Merryl Reichbach
Arlene Remz
David & Rebecca Rendsburg
Patricia Renzulli
Rabbi Shayna Rhodes
Audra & Anthony Romano
Lori Rones
Amy Rose
Gerald & Janice Rosen
Jill Rosenbaum
Murray & Lorna Rosenberg
Ralph Rosenberg &  

Hilda Slivka
Amy Rosenstein
Ben Rosenthal
Sarah Rostoker
Bill Rubin
Peter Rubin
Rabbi Robert & Susan Rubin
Judith Rubinstein
Ariel Rudiakov
Michael & Roslyn Rudnick
Laurie Ruskin
Russell & Geetanjali Ruthen
Nina Sabghir
Steven Sanders
Kent Sanmann
Isaac Sassoon
Jennie Savage

Dianne Savastano
Eva Sax-Bolder
Barbara Sayres
Michael Schaal
Hannah Schafer
Ruth Schechter
Barbara Schechtman
Rabbi Jeffrey Schein
Susan Schein
Ruth Schick
Lloyd Schloss & Beth Rosen 

Charitable Fund
Avi Schulman
Sydell Ruth Schulman
Paul & Marlene Schwalje
B. L. Schwartz
Barbara Schwartz
Herman & Greta Schwartz
Joshua Schwartz & Eileen 

Solomon
Marius Schwartz
Stuart J.D. Schwartzstein
Susan Schwirck
Rachelle Sclan
Sara Jean Segal &  

Benjamin Kantor
Gail Seittelman
Wendy Seymour
Michelle Shafrir
Marcus & Leo Shaftel
Gregg Shapiro
Sheryl Shapiro
Susan Shapiro
Rick Shecter
Daniel Sheff
Jennifer Shifrin & John Barr
Henry Shilling
Rebecca Shimshak
David & Linda Shriner-Cahn
Elena Sigman
Michele Siler
David Silver
Lisa Silverman
Ilana & Dina Simon
Rabbi Melissa Simon
Ilene Simon Solomon
Kristen Simone

32



We apologize for any omissions or misspelling in our donor listings.  
Please contact Ella Pastore at Ella@friendsofarava.org with any corrections.

Brett & Maia Singer
Cindy Singer
Mihal Skaggs
Barbara Sklar
Susan Slesinger
Marsha Slotnick
Healy Smith
Donna & Richard Solomon
Paula Sommer
David Sonnenfeld
Lisa Sorkin
Mark Spiller
Immanuel Spira
Lorraine Spivak
Roberta Spivak
Sandy Starkman
Shawn Steel
Naomi Steinberger

Mark Stern
Pamela Strauss
Risa Alyson Strauss
Jeffrey Stutz
Amy & Judry Subar
Elaine & Paul Suchow
Edward Summers
Deborah & Joel Sussman
Deborah Swirsky Sacchetti
Robert Tabak
Abigail Tatkow
Irwin Tauben
Obada Tayyem
Joseph & Nancy Tenenbaum
Marc & Suzanne Tepper
David & Sarah Topper
Marion Udwin
Kari Walker

Elaine Walter
Ruth Warburg
Susanne Washburn
Mark Watkins
Diane Wattenberg
Sheila Waxman
Thompson Webb III &  

Joan Webb
Edith Weiner
Steven Weiner
The Weintraub Family
Evan & Nancy Weisman
Ronald & Stephanie Weiss
Hanna Weissberger
Rosanna & James 

Wertheimer
Cynthia Whitehead
Phyllis Whitney

David & Beverly Wiener
Stuart Wilder
Rebecca & David Winston
Phillip Wolf
Aileen Wolfe Goldhirsh
Susan Wolfson
Cathy Woodrow
Sandra Wortzel
Lynda Yankaskas
Janet Yassen
Randy Yavitz
Yonit Yogev
Rabbi Hirschy Zarchi
Mimi & Paul Zukoff
Zwilliams Fund
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STAFF (AS OF FALL 2024)

FRIENDS OF THE  
ARAVA INSTITUTE

Rachel Kalikow
Chief Executive Officer

Carolyn Flammey
Chief Financial Officer

Rabbi Michael Cohen
Director of Community Relations

Brian Crann
University Relations Manager

Elana Eyal
Israel Ride Manager

Chandra Mahabier-Sheehy
Financial Accountant 

Sarah Mink
Communications and  
Development Manager 

Ella Pastore
Development and  
Administrative Associate 

Roberta Spivak
Grants Manager

Miriam May
CEO Emerita

ARAVA INSTITUTE FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

SENIOR STAFF

Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed
Executive Director 

Eliza Mayo 
Deputy Director 

Maia Ebrams 
Finance Director 

Cathie Granit
Program Director

Dr. Jessica Schackermann
Academic Director

Dr. David Lehrer 
Director of International Development 

Diana Spinrad
Development Director

Avigail Ben Yohanan
Director of Short Programs 

Dr. Suleiman Halasah  
and Dr. Rina Kedem
Co-Directors, Jordan-Israel Center for 
Community, Environment, & Research

Dr. Oren Hoffman
Director, Center for  
Sustainable Agriculture

Dr. Miri Lavi-Neeman
Director, Center for Hyper-Arid  
Socio-Ecology

Dr. Clive Lipchin 
Director, Center for Transboundary  
Water Management 

Dr. Elise Machline 
Director, Center for Climate Change 
Policy and Research 

Dr. Tali Zohar
Director, Center for Renewable Energy 
and Energy Conservation 



Tareq Abu Hamed

David Arfin

Janine Biskind

Dan Caine

David Camp

Brett Cohen

Joseph Eppstein

Amy Goldman

Sheldon Kahn

Rachel Kalikow

Craig Margolis

Mindy Radler 
Glickman

Nancy Reichman

Howie Rodenstein

Marcee Samberg

Steven Sanderson

Karen Schapiro

Peter Wexler

Debra Aaron
Tareq Abu Hamed
Eilon Adar
Eman Ansari
David Arfin
Eric Berzon
Janine Biskind
Gwen Borowsky
Alexa Broida
Dan Caine
David Camp
Frank Chudnow
Brett Cohen

Joseph Eppstein
Neal Epstein
Aaron Frank
Cerri Friedman
Vivian Fuhrman
Mindy Radler 
Glickman
Amy Goldman
Richard Goldman
Adam Goldstein
Ethan Grossman
Jon Harris-Shapiro
Sam Hendler

David Jaffe
Brenda Jaffe
Sheldon Kahn
Rachel Kalikow
Zachary 
Korenstein
Gary Korus
Michael Marcus
Craig Margolis
Anat Moskovitz
Miriam Newman
Mandy Patinkin
Saul Pilchen

Andrea Platt
Nancy Reichman
Hershel Richman
Shai Robkin
Howie Rodenstein
Hillel Salomon
Marcee Samberg
Steven Sanderson
Karen Schapiro
Irene Schweiger-
Whitcombe
Peter Wexler
David Yaffe

Yosef Abramowitz
Mehnaz Afridi
Mohammed Atwa
Sonia Cummings
Steven Drysdale
Steve Greenberg

Brock Evans
Barry Fierst
Karen Fierst
Bernard Friedman
Audrey Galex
Yaron Marcus

Eric Pallant
Nigel Savage
Stuart Schoenfeld
Jonathan Schorsch
Jonathan  
Sebastian Leo

Melvin Simon
Bruce Stanger
Butch Weaver
Nolan Zail

FAI LEADERSHIP (AS OF JULY 1, 2024)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

ADVISORY BOARD
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