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Dear Friends,

We are pleased to present the 2024–2025 Annual Report for Friends of the Arava 
Institute and the Arava Institute for Environmental Studies. Although the past  
two years have been difficult, the Arava Institute’s track record and strong 
relationships yielded meaningful results this year, as the Institute’s academic 
program brought together students from around the world, and flourishing 
environmental partnerships delivered life-saving water, sanitation, and energy 
technologies to Palestinian and Bedouin communities. 

Amid the ongoing challenges imposed by the war last year, the Institute 
experienced a further blow when its USAID funding was terminated earlier  
in 2025. This loss represented nearly 25% of the 2025 budget and may impact 
student scholarships, special academic modules, cross-border environmental 
research, and more. While some research has been temporarily paused as new 
funding is pursued, the Arava Institute remains committed to maintaining its 
academic and core programs. 

Despite these hurdles, the Institute convened regional conferences, bringing 
together Palestinian, Israeli, and Jordanian environmental experts for the first  
time in two years. Jumpstarting Hope in Gaza, a partnership with Damour 
for Community Development, built a coalition of international NGOs to bring 
environmental humanitarian aid to displaced civilians. The Institute also  
expanded its MENA partner network, strengthening collaboration and regional 
impact, and continues to lead efforts linking climate resilience with public health, 
sustainable urbanism, and environmental sustainability.

Friends of the Arava Institute continued to offer opportunities to connect with the 
Institute through virtual programs, local events, and the Arava Institute Mission. 
These experiences provide a window into applied environmental diplomacy and 
the Institute’s impact. Your generous support ensures that Friends of the Arava 
Institute remains a steadfast partner, helping the Institute stay a place of hope  
and a hub of action.

Steven Sanderson
Chair, Board of Trustees
Friends of the  
Arava Institute

Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed
Executive Director
Arava Institute  
for Environmental Studies

Rachel Kalikow
Chief Executive Officer
Friends of the  
Arava Institute



Despite the ongoing challenges of war, the Arava Institute for 
Environmental Studies continued to bring together Israelis, 
Palestinians, and Jordanians in pursuit of partnership to build a 
sustainable and peaceful future. We welcomed students and interns 
to our diverse programs, concretely creating impact together and 
demonstrating the strength of the Institute’s approach. 

LAST YEAR AT A GLANCE Academic Program
During the 2024-2025 academic year, our university-accredited program 
welcomed Palestinian, Israeli, Sudanese, Rwandan, American, and European 
students. Funding cuts from USAID unfortunately led to the cancellation 
of a special course for Palestinian and Israeli students that was set to be 
hybrid and conclude together in-person in Cyprus.

Students studied with renowned faculty and skilled facilitators on today’s 
most pressing environmental challenges, combining classroom and 
experiential learning with hands-on application:

l	 Immersive learning: Courses like Dr. David Lehrer’s Global Resource 
Geopolitics encouraged students to analyze how energy, minerals, and 
other resources influence development, security, and peacebuilding.

●	 Community engagement: Semester trips included visits 
to unrecognized Bedouin communities in the 
Negev, giving students direct exposure to 
environmental and social realities in 
the region.

●	 Dialogue Forum: The weekly 
seminar created a safe space 
for open, civil discourse, 
where students developed 
compassionate listening 
tools and built skills for 
civil engagement across 
differences.

●	 Zahra Artist Residency: 
During spring 2025, 
students and artists worked 
together to connect artistic 
expression with the Institute’s 
mission, using creative projects to 
engage the community in dialogue around 
sustainability and cross-border collaboration.
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Y	Sustainability in action: Institute staff, students, interns, and partner 
organizations installed WASH (water, sanitation, and hygiene) 
technologies across the region, including in the West Bank’s Jericho 
Valley. The stations address critical issues like food security, public 
health, and water management, while advancing sustainable 
urbanism and a circular economy.    

Y	Academic program and alumni network: The Institute welcomed 
students and interns from around the world to campus, where they 
lived, learned, and grew together in the face of uncertainty. More 
than half of the 2024-2025 students chose to stay for a second 
semester, and for the first time since before October 2023, alumni 
gatherings were held in both the Middle East and North America, 
helping to achieve continuity of the Institute’s signature  
bridge-building efforts. 

Y	Regional cooperation: We hosted conferences in Cyprus and  
Athens, bringing together Israeli, Palestinian, Jordanian, Moroccan, 
and European environmental experts to share knowledge and 
address possible solutions for water, energy, food security, and 
climate challenges. 

Y	Maintaining Palestinian-Israeli partnerships: Through multiple on-
the-ground and academic research programs, the Arava Institute has 
maintained all our Palestinian partnerships since October 7, 2023. 
For example, our collaboration with Palestinian NGO Damour for 
Community Development remains strong through Jumpstarting Hope 
in Gaza and other initiatives, supporting environmental humanitarian 
aid for displaced civilians in refugee camps. 



Driving Change  
Across Borders
In 2024, the Arava Institute was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize, 
recognizing its groundbreaking work in cross-border environmental 
cooperation. That same year, Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed showcased the 
Institute’s leadership as the keynote speaker at Israeli President Herzog’s 
Spring Climate Forum, where he also co-chairs the Task Force on Regional 
Cooperation and Security.

The Institute continued to be a do-tank, driving science diplomacy regionally, 
as seen in two key conferences:

●	 Sixty Palestinian, Israeli, and Jordanian experts in water, energy, food 
security, and the environment met for three days, tackling shared 
challenges in natural resource management and sustainability through 
collaborative problem-solving.

●	 The Institute convened regional researchers to advance joint research, 
dialogue, and practical solutions for climate resilience.

Efforts such as these continue to bring the Institute recognition for our 
leadership in fostering regional cooperation, advancing science and 
environmental diplomacy, and training the next generation of experts 
committed to building sustainable and peaceful communities.
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“ We have to start  
thinking differently.  
The Middle East is changing,  
and we have to choose  
how to live together.”

 – DR. SHADDAD ATTILI, FORMER PALESTINIAN 
AUTHORITY WATER MINISTER, AT THE ARAVA 
INSTITUTE’S EXPERTS CONFERENCE, ATHENS
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In spring 2024, the Arava Institute partnered with Palestinian civil 
society organization Damour for Community Development to launch 
the Jumpstarting Hope in Gaza coalition. This effort builds on a long-
standing partnership, sustained even through the challenges and 
trauma experienced by communities on both sides of the conflict. By 
maintaining trust, the two organizations were able to harness their 
expertise to respond quickly and effectively to deliver essential aid for 
displaced families.

In its first year, the coalition supported the establishment of three 
displaced persons shelters. The shelters provided families with 
environmental humanitarian aid, alongside infrastructure for water 
storage, supply, sanitation, and waste management. While the 
numbers of beneficiaries expanded, decreased, and expanded again 
between ceasefires, displacements, and intensified fighting, thousands 
of families in Gaza received lifesaving services through Jumpstarting 
Hope in Gaza. At the time that this report went to print, one shelter 
housed more than 4,500 residents, while two others housed between 
500 and 2,000 people.

Jumpstarting Hope in Gaza

With 92% of homes in Gaza damaged or destroyed, Jumpstarting 
Hope in Gaza provides modular Green Refugee Shelters that aim to 
deliver clean water, electricity, sanitation, and other core services 
needed to help displaced families live with dignity. The Green 
Refugee Shelters offer scalable, sustainable solutions.

Each unit can host an initial roughly 100 ~ 150 families, and with 
international support, the model can be expanded to serve up to 
500,000 displaced people. By combining Israeli and Palestinian 
expertise, the coalition is not only responding to urgent 
humanitarian needs but also laying the foundation for resilience 
and recovery across the region.

A TWO-PHASE RESPONSE FOR GAZA
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Applied Research  
and Development –  
Nature Knows No Borders
Across the region, the Arava Institute turns environmental  
research into real-world impact. From developing renewable  
energy systems and sustainable agriculture methods to managing 
shared water resources, the Institute’s applied research connects 
scientists, policymakers, and communities working to solve common 
challenges together.

Through projects led by the Arava Institute and its regional partners, 
we support farmers and local communities in adapting to water 
scarcity and climate stress. 
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The Institute bridges the gap between research and real-world impact by 
connecting communities with solutions. A striking example is the Off-Grid 
Technology Hub in the unrecognized Bedouin village of al-Fura’a.

Created in partnership with the Council of Unrecognized Bedouin Villages 
and led by Institute staff member and alumnus Fareed Mahameed, the  
hub is hosted at the regional Bedouin high school. It brings innovation 
directly to students, addressing chronic 
challenges like limited access to fresh 
water and electricity and the constant 
threat of demolition.

Today, a micro-grid provides  
reliable renewable energy for 
four classrooms. A decentralized 
wastewater treatment system and 
research station allow students and 
researchers to explore agricultural 
solutions firsthand.

The hub is more than technology. It is a 
place where students experiment, learn,  
and imagine what is possible. By supporting the community’s growth  
and stability and by fostering cross-cultural engagement with neighboring 
Jewish schools, we demonstrate that practical solutions, combined  
with community engagement, spark change that stretches far beyond  
one classroom.

During times of conflict, unrecognized villages are especially vulnerable 
due to the absence of reinforced shelters. Working with the regional  
school, the Arava Institute identified an urgent need—and an opportunity. 
Thanks to the generosity of Sara and Howard Metzenberg, al-Fura’a now 
has the first Ministry of Education approved shelter in any unrecognized 
Bedouin village.

  INNOVATION IN ACTION 

The Off-Grid Hub of al-Fura’a
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Alumni
Upon completing their time at the Arava Institute, students and 
interns join a dynamic alumni community supported through regional 
convenings, seed grants, mentoring, and professional development. 
Alumni gatherings in Cyprus, on campus, and in Amman fostered 
connection and cooperation across borders.

This year, Arava Institute alumni achieved remarkable milestones:

●	 Noa organized Woodstock for Peace, bringing together  
3,500 people in Israel for three days of dialogue, music,  
and art in Arabic and Hebrew.

●	 Ebby won best presentation at Ben-Gurion University for her 
research on desert wildflowers as a natural pest management  
tool in date plantations.

●	 Jawdat received the Victor J. Goldberg Prize for Peace in the 
Middle East for his leadership in advancing regional cooperation.
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WELCOMING ISRAELI PRESIDENT  
ISAAC HERZOG

In March, al-Fura’a made history as the first unrecognized 
village ever visited by an Israeli president when President  
Isaac Herzog officially opened the Off-Grid Technology Hub at  
a ribbon-cutting ceremony.

For the people of al-Fura’a, the President’s presence was more 
than ceremonial; it was a moment of visibility, acknowledgment, 
and hope.
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Alumni Speaking Tour
In fall 2024, Friends of the Arava Institute brought two Arava Institute 
alumni—Eve, a 30-year-old peace activist, environmental educator, 
and urban planner from Haifa, and Omar*, a 29-year-old civil and 
environmental engineer from Bethlehem—on a tour across the United 
States to share their personal journeys of resilience and cross-border 
engagement.

Eve studied at the Institute in 2017–18, living alongside Palestinian 
students and discovering new perspectives that shaped her work in 
human and civil rights. Today, she continues to pursue efforts for an 
updated political solution to the conflict while mentoring others in 
peacebuilding.

Omar, who attended the Institute in Spring 2022, faced significant 
hurdles just to join the program. As a young Palestinian navigating 
complex permit restrictions, he managed to secure entry for 
educational purposes, even while planning to work to support himself 
and his family. His semester at the Institute opened doors to ongoing 
cross-border programs and inspired his pursuit of a master’s degree 
in water engineering, alongside active work fostering cooperation and 
understanding in his community.

Over ten days, Eve and Omar traveled to Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, Princeton, and Washington, D.C. to speak with students, 
faculty, and supporters, inspiring others to create relationships and 
facilitate conversations to foster understanding and cooperation.

*A pseudonym has been used at his request. 

“	When there is so much darkness, any light 
shines brightly. It takes time and work to 
heal, but offering a better alternative  
can inspire people to choose it.” 

	 -EVE, HAIFA, ISRAEL
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Climate resilience and mitigation is integral to the Arava Institute’s regional 
strategy. The Institute strengthens regional climate resilience through 
research, innovation, and cross-border collaboration. Two key initiatives 
exemplify this work:

●	 EcoFuture: Building Climate Resilience in the Jordan Valley –  
Led by Dr. David Lehrer, the EcoFuture project addresses urgent climate 
challenges in the Mediterranean by focusing on the water, energy and food 
ecosystem. Activities include demonstration pilots, capacity building, and 
cross-border dialogue to create scalable solutions.

●	 Climate Change Policy and Research – Led by Dr. Elise Machline, the 
Institute conducts multidisciplinary research exploring the interactions 
between society, economy, and environment. This research informs 
comprehensive strategies and practical solutions for climate change and is 
carried out in collaboration with partners across Israel, Palestine, Jordan, 
Morocco, and beyond.

REGIONAL CLIMATE RESILIENCE
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Engaging North American 
Communities 

14

Friends of the Arava Institute is proud to support the Arava Institute’s 
transformative work through generous support raised from donors 
throughout North America. In addition to the Alumni Speaking Tour,  
Friends of the Arava Institute has brought the Arava Institute to 
communities through educational and public programming including:

●	 Virtual learning: Virtual “mini-classes” brought Institute faculty and 
leaders to audiences across North America, with sessions ranging  
from how climate change affects vulnerable communities to offering 
a behind-the-scenes look at the Dialogue Forum, one of the Institute’s 
cornerstone student seminars on identity and conflict.

●	 Public speaking events: Friends of the Arava Institute hosted in-person 
events across the US to engage audiences with stories of—and lessons 
from—cross-border cooperation and innovation.

●	 Tour opportunities: Participants joined the Institute’s Executive Director 
Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed and Friends of Arava’s Chief Executive Officer 
Rachel Kalikow for a meaningful journey from Tel Aviv to the Arava, 
meeting alumni and students, visiting partner sites, and meeting with 
Palestinian and Israeli partners.
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This exclusive, small-group journey through Israel, Jordan, and 
Palestine is a rare opportunity to see firsthand how cross-border 
cooperation is transforming communities and the environment.

Guided by regional experts in environmental diplomacy,  
you’ll meet Arava Institute alumni and partners,  

visit groundbreaking sustainability projects, and witness  
the real-world impact of collaboration across borders.

For those seeking to explore further,  
there is an optional post-trip to Morocco.

Friends of the Arava Institute  
is delighted to invite you to join us 

OCTOBER 11-21, 2026 
for the  

BEYOND BORDERS STUDY TOUR

Experience the  
Arava Institute in Action 

Visit arava.org/beyond-borders to learn more  
and request information to sign up.

Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed 
shares perspectives  

on environmental 
diplomacy at  

The Kitchen in  
San Francisco

AN INVITATION 

http://arava.org/beyond-borders
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Scholarly Output
Arava Institute researchers publish and present their work regularly.  
A few recent highlights include:

●	 Energy storage in the Southern Arava: A team including the Institute’s 
Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed, Jozsef Kadar and Dr. Tali Zohar, and others 
researchers explored the social and policy hurdles to adopting energy 
storage, showing how community perspectives shape a sustainable 
energy future in Israel’s southern Arava region.

●	 Green building, real impact: Dr. Elise Machline and collaborators 
examined how eco-certifications influence housing costs, highlighting 
how to achieve the balance between sustainability goals and 
affordability.

●	 Cross-border cooperation in action: Dr. Rina Kedem, Dr. Suleiman 
Halasah, and other researchers developed a typology for environmental 
cooperation in post-conflict settings, demonstrating how shared 
ecological challenges can foster collaboration between Jordan  
and Israel.
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Over the past year, the Arava Institute’s work 
has been spotlighted in a range of media. Below 
is a sampling; for the complete list, please see 
our website: arava.org.

	 The Christian Science Monitor ran a profile 
of Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed in “What gives him 
hope for rebuilding Gaza? Dialogue and 
science” (April 1, 2025).

	 The New York Times published two letters 
on environmental diplomacy from Dr. Abu 
Hamed in their print and online editions.

	 The prestigious academic journal, Nature, 
published “‘Science is happening’: Israeli 
and Palestinian scientists continue 
collaborations amid conflict,” which 
features the Institute’s work in Gaza 
(March 17, 2025).

	 Alumnus and staff member Fareed 
Mahameed was interviewed on the 
Jerusalem Post’s podcast, Israeli 
Innovation, about his work with the 
Bedouin in the Negev to address water and 
electricity scarcity (February 26, 2025).

MEDIA COVERAGE

http://www.arava.org.
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/2025/0401/gaza-arava-institute-environmental-diplomacy
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/2025/0401/gaza-arava-institute-environmental-diplomacy
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/2025/0401/gaza-arava-institute-environmental-diplomacy
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/2025/0401/gaza-arava-institute-environmental-diplomacy
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-00692-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-00692-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-00692-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-00692-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-00692-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-025-00692-1
https://www.jpost.com/podcast/inside-israeli-innovation/article-843877
https://www.jpost.com/podcast/inside-israeli-innovation/article-843877
https://www.jpost.com/podcast/inside-israeli-innovation/article-843877
https://www.jpost.com/podcast/inside-israeli-innovation/article-843877
https://www.jpost.com/podcast/inside-israeli-innovation/article-843877
https://www.jpost.com/podcast/inside-israeli-innovation/article-843877
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LOOKING AHEAD
The environment can be either a driver or impediment of peace. 
The escalating challenges posed by climate change, alongside 
the environmental impact of war, require regional cooperation.

As we look into the future, the Institute continues to train and  
mentor the next generation of environmental peacebuilders.  
Students and interns gain valuable expertise and training during  
their time as students, and they go on to be leaders equipped to 
bridge divides and implement practical solutions. Alumni are part  
of a broad community leading environmental peacebuilding efforts 
locally, regionally, and globally.

The Institute will build on its applied environmental diplomacy efforts, 
bringing pragmatic, decentralized environmental solutions to regional 
communities at risk. The Institute’s cross-border cooperation will 
foster the research and development necessary to address climate 
mitigation. Through applied research, field-based projects, and 
regional partnerships, we turn knowledge into action to address 
urgent issues such as water scarcity, renewable energy,  
and sustainable agriculture.

SCIENCE DIPLOMACY REMAINS AT THE HEART OF OUR WORK. 

As Dr. Abu Hamed said in a recent interview, “Environmental 
diplomacy is the only tool that we have to solve the region’s 
environmental and climate challenges. We see it working every day.”

With your support, the Arava Institute will continue equipping 
students, alumni, and partners with the tools, knowledge, and 
opportunities needed to build a sustainable and peaceful future  
for the region.
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“	Environmental diplomacy is the only 
tool that we have to solve the region’s 
environmental and climate challenges. 
We see it working every day.”

	 – DR. TAREQ ABU HAMED
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EXPENSES  $4,267,000

n	RESEARCH &  
PROJECTS	 $2,020,000 	 47%

n	ACADEMICS	 $1,035,000 	 24%

n	ADMINISTRATION	 $747,000 	 18%

n	FACILITIES &  
EQUIPMENT	 $81,000 	 2%

n	PUBLIC  
ENGAGEMENT	 $384,000 	 9%

REVENUE  $5,293,000

n	US CONTRIBUTIONS	 $2,068,000 	 39%

n	US GRANTS	 $919,000 	 17%

n	INTERNATIONAL  
GRANTS	 $1,198,000 	 23%

n	INTERNATIONAL  
CONTRIBUTIONS 	 $1,035,000 	 20%

n	NORTH AMERICAN  
& INTERNATIONAL  
TUITION	 $39,000 	 1%

n	SHORT TERM  
PROGRAMS	 $34,000 	 1%
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REVENUE  $3,640,000 

DONOR GIFTS DIRECTED THROUGH  
THE JNF-USA AND SENT DIRECTLY  
TO THE ARAVA INSTITUTE.

$519,140 

F I N A N C I A L S

ARAVA INSTITUTE (1/1/24–12/31/24) FRIENDS OF THE ARAVA INSTITUTE (7/1/24–6/30/25)

Friends of Arava Institute’s audited financial statements, including a detailed 
breakdown of revenues and expenses, are available on our website at arava.org.

n	GRANTS 	 $893,000 	 25%

n	INDIVIDUAL  
DONATIONS 	 $2,484,000 	 68%

n	INVESTMENTS &  
OTHER INCOME	 $291,000 	 8%

	 SPECIAL EVENT  
REVENUE – NET	 ($28,000) 	 -1%

http://arava.org
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
WHO MADE GIFTS BETWEEN JULY 1, 2024 AND JUNE 30, 2025
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Gail Schorsch Fund
Lori Schuldiner Schor & 

Joshua Schor
Patricia & David Schwartz
Alan Schwartz & Carla 

Rosenthal
Senville Foundation
James Shiner
Bennett Simon &  

Roberta Apfel
Howard & Nancy Smith
James & Shari Steinberg
Gail Schumann
Jill Tannenbaum
Temple Sinai
Marcia Torobin
Cindy & Jack Trabin
Turn To The Wonderful Fund
Barbara Tyrrell
Jeroen van Paassen
Mark & Pam Weinstein
Michael Weissmann & 

Pamela Adelstein
Susann Wilkinson &  

Michael Fischer
Nolan Zail & Jennifer Wolfe
Susan Zinder

$500-$999
Robert Arogeti
Charles Bach &  

Robin Dolsky Bach
Larry Barzelai
Mark Belsky
Keith Benkov
Mara Berman
Bocian Family Gift Fund
Jeremy & Michele Bollinger
Ross & Wendy Born
Brent & Wendy Goldman 

Giving Fund
Wallace Brill
Amy & Marshall Brinn
 Jim Sebenius & Nancy Buck
Carol K. Pforzheimer &  

Edgar D. Aronson Jr. Fund
Sally & John Carton
Jacoby Chiel Foundation
Christopher & Judith Leich 

Family Fund
Chad Coerver & Karen Fiss
Michael Comins
Elliot & Marjorie Davidoff
Ilene Engel
Emanuel Synagogue 

Brotherhood
Exler-Kaunfer Tzedekah Fund
Larry Fagen
Gene & Ruth Fax
Jackie Feldman
Mike Field & Nechama 

Bernhardt
Fern Flomenhaft
Robert & Sara Franco
Sharon Friedman
Ronald Fuller
Steven Gabel
Illana Gallon
Gamzu Family Fund
Margaret Gardner
Joann & Thomas Adler  

Family Foundation
Catharyn & Mike Gildesgame
Janis Gildin

Paul Gillis
Ruth & Michael Gnatt
Mirele Goldsmith &  

Richard Marker
Edward W Goldstein
Robert Goldstein &  

Mara Riemer Goldstein
David Goldstone
Goodwin Foundation
Gordon Family Foundation
Jeffrey Gorelick
Peter & Gavriela Gottlieb
Arthur Green
Deborah Greitzer
Gruss Hirsch Family Fund
Jane Susswein  

Charitable Fund
Daniel & Elizabeth Jick
Katherine & Robert Becker 

Fund
Terry Katz
Honey Kessler Amado
Jeanne Kuntz
Larchmont Temple
Daphne Lasky
Elie Lehmann
Stacy Levitan
Jewish Community Relations 

Council of Greater 
Washington

Jack & Judith Lief
Robert & Meryl Lindenberg
Loewinger Family Gift Fund
Robyn Loup
Michael Luckens &  

Sharon Schumack
Lawrence MacDonald & 

Hannah Moore
Seth Maislin
Mark & Margie Zivin Gift Fund
Errol Miller
Dolores Mitchell
Deborah Neipris &  

Clifford Hendler
Noel Kropf & Judy Kropf 

Charitable Fund
Daniel Orenstein

Jordan Osterman
Dee & Joyce Pack 
Aliza Peleg
Pishtook Fund
Mark Polasky
Stephen Poppel

Prudence & Michael Thorner 
Charitable Fund

Ernest Power
Debra Rappaport & Bob Zelle
Re’ut Fund
Barbra Rothschild
Jacqueline Royce
Dahlia Rudavsky &  

Robert Jampol
Salem-Aloisio Family Fund
Eslee Samberg & Eric Marcus
Jonathan Saperstein & 

Marilyn Greenberg
Loren Scherbak
Fred Scherlinder Dobb
Robert Schloss & Emily Sack
David Schwartz & Trudy Zohn
Segal Family Charitable Fund
Sered Family Charitable Fund
Stanton & Cheryl Shapiro
Michael Shmunis
David Simon & Esther 

Rosenberg
Tulynn Smylie

Marc Soloway
Ken & Sheila Sonnenschein
Sarra Spierer
Toba Spitzer
Lynn & Jay Stein
Jay Strongwater &  

Elizabeth Edelman

Arthur Tischler
Ulanet Family  

Donor Advised Fund
Michael & Serene Victor
Erik & Joyce Videlock
Debra Vodenos
Jeff & Sarah Vogel
Thompson Webb III &  

Joan Webb
Jessica Weiner
Elahna Weinflash
Mary Ann Wilner
Daniel Woodrow &  

Myndie Brown
Gary Zaidenweber &  

Rachel Adelman
Elliott & Michele Zide

25

	 We are very grateful to our supporters. We apologize in advance for any omissions or mistakes.  
Please contact info@friendsofarava.org with any corrections.

24

THANK YOU
(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)

(continued on next page)

mailto:info@friendsofarava.org


$180-$499
Barry Ableman
Turi & Lisa Adams
Scott Adler
Steven Aftergood
Alan Robin & Connie Levi 

Family Fund
Anne Exter &  

Lance Kawesch Fund
Robin Appel & Steven Kettell
Melanie Aron
Ruth Aronson
Marya Axner
Jeff Bachrach & Karen Cohen
Ashley Baker
Alan Bashevkin &  

Nancy Pearlman
Fred Baurer & Sharon Pollak
Howard & Suzanne Bearman
Ken Bearman & Karla Larsen
Hannah Belsky
Morris Benveniste
Sharon & Edward Bergman
Joanna Berke
Nathaniel Berman
Rose Bernstein
Betsy Brooks & Jonathan 

Machta Family Fund
Steve Blechman
Goldie Blumenstyk
Michael & Margie Bogdanow
Robert Book
Melody Bormaster
Daniel Bornstein
Ghislaine Boulanger
Sean Boyd
Jorden Brinn
Fenja & Irwin
Hillel Bromberg &  

Chaya Shahan Bromberg
Meir Brooks
Jessica Brown
Haldon & Arlene Bryer
Ruth & Alan Bunin
Michael Buonaiuto &  

Sandra Goldstein
Deborah Caine
Carole de Beer Giving Fund

Adam Chalom
Jessica Charlap
Mathew Chasanoff
Mark Chessler
Barry Coffman
Steven Cohen
Laurence Cohen
Michael & Jackie Cohen
Seth Cohen
Barbara Cohen
David Cohen
Nancy Concool
Tom Cooper &  

Chris Engemann
Margot Barnet & David Coyne 

Tzedek Charitable Trust
Naomi & Ian Davis
Diamond Family  

Make a Difference Fund

Russell Donnelly
Rachael Duke
Bidi & Jeremy Dworkin
Edelson Giving Fund
Herbert & Linda Eichler
John & Lena Elzufon
Antonieta Erlij
Brock Evans & Linda Garcia
Bruce Feldstein
Susan Fendrick

Dan Fink & Dr. Janet Kaufman
Susan Fleischmann
Aaron Frank
Craig Frankel
Carl Frankel
Tal Friedman
Sara Friedman
Gaffin Cahn Donor Fund
Dorothy Linda Garcia
Gateways Access to  

Jewish Education
Noah Ginsburg
Ann Ginsburgh Hofkin & 

Michael Hofkin
Marc Glucksman
Eliot Goldberg
Terri & Alan Goldman
Jennifer Goldman
Harvey Goldstein

Ellen Golub
Stephen Goodman & 

Elisabeth Katz Goodman
Randy Gorod
Steve Gray
Michael Green
Janice & Elliot Greenberg
Tova Greenberg
Judy & Sam Greenblatt

Gross-Baker Family 
Philanthropic Fund

Gregg & Ruth Gorrin  
Family Fund

Marvin Griff
Miriam Grunfeld
Achim HaNefesh
David Harlow
Judy & Chayim Herzig-Marx
Jessica Hirsch Lynn
Jay & Sandy Hirsh
Robert Hoberman
Frederick Isaac
Ted & Debby Jewett
Michael & Lynn Kahan
Michael & Gail Kanef
Linda Kastan
Lisa Kempler &  

Bruce Weinstock
Camille Kirk
Steve Klebe & Lorna Siepser
Michael Klein & Susan Cohen
Theodore Klein
Emily Klenin
Barry & Marcie Koffler
Ira & Sally Korinow
Brenda Korn
Gary & Deborah Korus
Roger Krakoff
Robin Kramarow &  

Jonathan Mintz
Joel Kramer
Lauren Krasnoff
Michael & Patricia Krigel
Michael Kronenberg
Luis & Lee Lainer
David Lebenstein &  

Ellen Baer
Stan & Marion Leff
Sherwin Lehrer
Leifer Family Fund
Martin & Monica Lemelman
Zafra Lerman
Myrtle Lewin
Erica Lippitz
Roderick Macnel
Harvey Mamon &  

Roberta Fern
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Davida Manon
Robert Marcovitch &  

Elise Eplan
Yaron Marcus
Miriam Margles
Andrea Rae Markowicz
Harold & Amy Masor
Samuel I Mendales
Gary Michaels
Jane Miller
Jay & Lillian Miller
Nancy & Gregory Moore
Mark Moore
Margo Moret-Savitz
Steven Morgen
Judith Myers
Deanna Neil
Joshua Neirman
Lev Nelson
Sara & David Nelson
Benjamin Newman
Maya Norton
Kate O`Neill
Jeff & Margo Olson
Stephen Oppenheimer
Jenny Patterson
Andra Patterson
Joshua T. Pinnolis &  

Rebecca Redner
Jacob Pinnolis
Robert Pollin
Maya & Daniel Radzinski
Daniel Ramer
James Rauchman
Elliott Rebhun & Brad Voigt
Rebitzer Philanthropic Fund
Marc & Miriam Reimer
David & Rebecca Rendsburg
Courtney Renken
Patricia Renzulli
Mike Resnick
D`Vora & Paul Richman
Stanley Robboy &  

Marion Meyer-Robboy

Robert Louis & Sara Brizdle 
Dickman Fund of the  
Jewish Communal Fund

Philippa Robinson
Leora Rodenstein
Daniel Romano
Aaron Roodman
Katherine Roome
Ben & Ronit Rose
Julie Rosenberg &  

Michael Shapiro
Ben Rosenthal
Rosenfeld-Barnhard  

Family Fund
Mordechai Rothschild
Eric Ruder
Rudolph-Fribush  

Charitable Fund
S & B Freidenreich Fund
Robin Sabes
Shamu Sadeh
Ellen Sadur
Jeffrey Samet
Steven Sanders
Jennie Savage
PB Schechter
Jonah Schein
Jeffrey Schein
Marius Schwartz
Ronald Schwarz
Susan Schwirck
Season Of Change Foundation 
Janet Segal & Neal Green
Barbara Segal &  

Howard Brown
Gregg Shapiro
Susan Shender
Gary Sherne
Walter Sherwood
Eric & Stacey Shore
Martin & Aveva Shukert
Matthew D. Slater &  

Faith R. Roessel
Lauren Solomon
David Sonnenfeld
Shani Sorenson
Alan Spector

Lois Squires
Josef J Stern
Yoni Stevens Neirman & 

Stephen Neirman
Susan S. Jahoda 

Philanthropic Fund
Susan Tanchel
Rachelle Taqqu
Irwin Tauben
Temple Israel
Joseph & Nancy Tenenbaum
Babette & Bruce Tenzer
Elliott Tepperman
Ken Toltz
Tractenberg Family Fund
Seth Tuler
Cheryl Lang Ullman
Robert & Marlyn Vogel
Eliana Voss
Barbara Wagner &  

Timothy Durning
David & Elissa Waldstein

Mitchell Wand &  
Barbara Freedman Wand

Bruce Waxman &  
Sarah Elpern

Miriam & David Weil
Adam Weinberg
Sheila Weinberg
Steven Weinberg
Paul & Allison Weiss
Ronald & Stephanie Weiss
Janet Wellish
David & Beverly Wiener
Ann Wimpfheimer &  

Edward Snyder
Avi Winokur
Joshua Wirtschafter
Monika Wohlrab-Sahr
Zargon Giving Fund
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$1 - $179
Josef Abramovitz
Cassandra Adams
Michele Alperin &  

Steven Sheriff
Iris Alpert
Stuart Appelbaum
Orly Arbit
Dr. Arlene Ash
Smadar Babchuck
Alan Bacharach
Beth Badik
Mitchell Baker
Shelly Ball
Harvey & Gertrude Barash
David Bardin
Jordana Barish
Richard & Eileen Bazelon
Marcia Beck
Emily Beck & Jon Levisohn
Jeffrey Becker
Rivki Beer
Talia Benamy
Paulette Benson
Matan Berg
Michael Berger
Sam Berkman
Ginny Berkowitz
Melanie Berman
Russell Bikoff
Batya Billinkoff
Deborah Birnbaum
Edward & Estha Blachman
Mark Black & Glen Leiner
Lisa Blake
Eileen Blefeld
Gillian Bloomfield
Baruch Blum
Paul Blum
Lester Blumberg &  

Robin Hasenfeld
Geoff Bock
Nina Luban & Scott Bonci
Stephen Booth-Nadav
Barbara Borts
Beth Bosworth
Karen & Steve Bovarnick

Gary Brandt
Lois Bruss
Judi Burten & Kevin Soll
Patricia Caplan
Cathleen C. Cavell
Bella Center
Andrew Chaikin &  

Victoria Kohl
Liora Cobin
Amy Cohen
Rennie Cohen
Melvin Cohen
Stanley & Marilyn Cohen
Mitch Cohen
Lawrence Cohen
Ambassador Frances Cook
Steve Crofter
Sarah Cutler
Robert Daley
Sachin Deo
Louise Derzansky
Janice Dexter-Ganek
Stuart Diamond
David Dolev
Henry & Kathy Donner
Herb Dreyer
Paul Driessen
Andy Dubin
Elaine Dushoff
Randi Eckstein
Sharon Eckstein
Henry A Einhorn
Marisa & Allan Eisemann
Shiranne Eisenstein
Robin Eisman
Susan Ellen Epstein
Gray Fein Family Fund
Laura Feinberg
Linda Feldman
Thomas Feldman
Donald Feldman
Michael Fessler
Jamie Field
Kenneth Firestein
Lynn & Bob Flayhart
Martin Flusberg

Deborah Foley
Jeff & Ellen Foust
Steven Fraade
Eileen Freed
Jeffrey & Karen Freedman
Allan Freedman &  

Amy Rappaport
Sheila & Alan Friedman
Leslie Friedman
Abby Friedman
Naomi Friedman
Robin & Steve Garfinkel
David & Jody Gastfriend
David Gates
Joana Genova-Rudiakov
Elyse Gerber
Erin Gerhart
Travis Gering & Barbara Salz
David Gersh
Ginsburg Shuchat Family
Give Lively Foundation
George & Gail Glanzberg
Cynthia Glickman
Jeffrey Glueck
Peggy Gold
Anita Goldberg
Suzan & Fred Goldhaber
Diane Hirsch & Dan Goldstein
Hannah Goldstein
Cindy Golos-Guergawi
Siana Goodwin
Denise Gordon
Anya Gordon
Richard Gorelick
Nathan Goren
Gregory Gottlieb &  

Linda Howey
Maura Gould
Michalle Gould
Judith Green
Maurice Green
Martin & Debra Greenberg
Andrew and Heather Greene
Sharon Greenfield
Stephen & Marcia Greenfield
Edward Greenstein
Lisa Greer

Leonard Grob
Nancy Grodin
Shirley Gross
Karl & Janet Grossman
Joelle Gunther
J. Barry Gurdin & Rita Jeremy
Boaz Gurdin
Irma Gurman
Thomas Gutherz
Larry Gutterman
Yarin Hagay Nevel
Charles Hall
Kavita Hall
James Hand
Tova Handelman
Steven Harf
Joseph Hillyard
Dan Hoffman
Muriel Horowitz
Bonnie Houghton
Ilana & Dina Simon  

Family Giving Fund
Robert & Minna Immerman
Patricia Ioannides
Irwin & Ceevah Sobel Charity
Daniel Jackson
Jill Jacobs
Ronda & Joshua Jacobson
Jonathan Jacoby
Marek Jeziorek
Samuel Jinich
Evan John
Nancy Joseph-Gould
Elaine Kahn
Ted Kahn
Louis Kalikow
Linda Kane
Louis Kaplan
Marjorie Kaplan &  

Michael Stanislawski
Micah Karg
Evelyn Karson
Lawrence Katz
Rebecca Katz
Jennifer Kaufman
Mindy Kershner
Judith & David Kessler
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Ralph Kleinman
Leora Kling Perkins
Sarah Kogut
Janet Kolodner
Marvin Kon
Zieva Konvisser
Bonnie Kossoff
Dane Kostin
Beth Kotek
Steve Kover
Daniel & Debra Kramer
Peter Kretzmer
Philip Kruger
Leslie Kuperstein
Jennifer Kurilla
Gabri Kurtzer-Ellenbogen
Paul Laffal
Beth Lamont
Richard Landback
Benjamin Langer
Barbara Lapidas-Brown
Jay & Susan Lapidus
Tamar Lasky
Lydia Lazar
Shalvah Lazarus
Neil Leary
Neil Leary
Dorothy Lebach
Adina Lebowitz
David Leiberman &  

Renee Rudolph
Robert Leikind
Jonathan Leo
Ian Lever
Susanna Levin
Hannah Levine
Leonard Levine
Michael Lewin
Ron Lezell
Carla & Kevin Libby
Art & Annie Liberman
Sheldon & Lucile Lichtblau
Michael Lieberman &  

Randi Abramson
Stephen Linsky

Jess Little
Sharon Litwinoff
David Lobron
Aline Locascio
Larry & Georgi Lockerman
Deenah Loeb
Robert Loube
Conor & Tamar  

Maccallan-Finkelman
Denni Mador
Shulamit Magnus
Fran Maltz
Marc Mangel
Traci Mann & Steve Engel
Susan Marcus
Hillary Marcus
Bill Marthinsen
Steve Masters
Ona & Tom Mastronarde
Timothy McCracken
Adrea Mehl
Richard Melnick & Lynn Stein
Bernard & Barbara Meyers
Milgram Family Fund
Michael Millenson
Susan & Len Miller
Lisa Miller Ryan
Vera Mitesser
Lisa Morenoff
Jonathan Morgenstein
Evelina Moulder
Alyson Myers
Mara Natkins
Shlomo Nessim
Liz Nichols & Gary Cohen
Paula & Larry Ninerell
Matthew O’Donnell
Roberta Paikoff Holzmueller
Lee Painter
Julia Paradise
Mary Pearl
David Peck
Harry Penkel & Leah Ferster
Alison Pepper
Johanna Perlin

Ellen & Steven Perlow
Hiram Petersohn
Lisa Phillips
Mark & Leslie Platshon
Eric Platt
Andrea Platt
Plavin Family  

Charitable Trust
William Plevan
Janet Potash
Johanna Potts
Robert Prive
Frances Pszenica
Barry Puritz
Hope Rabinovitz
Phoebe Rabinowitsch
Mindy-Lu Radler Glickman
Maryam Rahmanova
Emma Raymont
Rebecca Redner
Richard Reibstein
Noah Reiser
David Rhodes
Canton Ken Richmond
Seth Riemer
Andrew Robinson
Rachel Rockenmacher
Lisa Rohde
Ronald & Maxine Rosen
Lorna Rosenberg
Mark Rosenkrantz
Paul & Elaine Ross
Gerald & Bonnie Roth
Albert & Ina Rubin
Robert & Susan Rubin
Peter Rubin
Laurie Ruskin
Russell & Geetanjali Ruthen
Sanford Sadja
Monica Sageman
Michael Samuels
Benjamin & Stephanie 

Samuels
Jennifer Deck Samuelson & 

Matthew C. Samuelson

Kent Sanmann
Sarah & Richard Dine 

Philanthropic Fund
Isaac Sassoon
Robert & Cynthia Savett
Barton Schachter
Hannah Schafer
Henry Schaffer
Barbara Schechtman
Susan Schein
Carol Schoenwetter
Esther Schor
Victoria Schrager
Rita Schuldiner
Lynne Schwartz
Joshua Schwartz &  

Eileen Solomon
Jan Schwartz
Stuart J.D. Schwartzstein
Vered Schwell
Sara Jean Segal &  

Benjamin Kantor
Gayl Selkin-Gutman
Gerald Serotta
Wendy Seymour
Lyn & Nadiv Shapira
Sheryl Shapiro
Philip Shapiro
Susan Shapiro
Ira Sharkey
Bob Shatten &  

Jessica Langsam
Daniel Sheff
James & Peggy Shiovitz
Richard Shore
David & Linda Shriner-Cahn
Alexandria Shuval-Weiner
Daniel Siegel
Elena Sigman
Shoshana Silberman
Ellen Silberman
Michele Siler
Jen Silverman &  

Robert Follansbee
Lisa Silverman
Geoffrey Silverstein
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Deborah Simons
Janet Slifer
Simon Smith
Jill Smith
Lee Smith
Justin Smolen
Cameron Sobelman
Deborah Sommer
Paula Sommer
Ann Spanel
Scott Sperling
Mark Spiller
Robert Spivack
Rebecca Starr
David Stein
Rita & Chet Stein & family
Jimmy Steindecker
Pamela Strauss
Hadar Susskind
Suzanne Slyn Davis &  

Bradley Davis Fund

Lenore & Mark Szuchman
Linda Tafapolsky
Jonathan Taubes
Yael Teff Seker
Louis Tenenbaum
David Teutsch & Betsy Platkin
Janet Tolbert
Jacob Tolson
David & Sarah Topper
Tzeda Giving Inc
Marion Udwin
Uppuluri-Gurdin Family Fund
Nancy Vineberg
Mark Wagman
Martin Wagner &  

Naomi Dworkin
Melanie Wallace
Ruth Warburg
Timothee Weill
Amy Weiner
Matthew Weinstein

Emily Weisberg
Oren Weisberg
Evan & Nancy Weisman
David Weiss
Hanna Weissberger
Rosanna & James 

Wertheimer
Jay White
Neil Whitman
Phyllis Whitney
Mark Whittum
Nadine Wildmann
Phyllis Wilker
Danelle & Charlie Winship
Rebecca & David Winston
Shira Winter
Daniel Wittenberg
Judith Wolf
Aileen Wolfe Goldhirsh
Evan Wolfson
Laurie Woog

Ayla Wrubel
Steven Yaffe
Lynda Yankaskas
Jessica Yood
Heather Zacker
Joel & Judy Zaklin
L. R. Zeitlin
Daniel Zemel
Joel Ziff
Steven & Barbara 

Zimmerman
Jill Zipin
Donna & Paul Zisholtz
Simmy & Benita Ziv-El
Deena & Brian Zuckerman
Michele Zwerin
Zwilliams Fund
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STAFF (AS OF FALL 2025)

FRIENDS OF THE  
ARAVA INSTITUTE

Rachel Kalikow
Chief Executive Officer

Eleiza Braun
Director of Development

Rabbi Michael Cohen
Director of Community Relations

Brian Crann
University Relations Manager

Elana Eyal
Israel Ride Manager

Chandra Mahabier-Sheehy
Director of Finance & Administration 

Hannah Oshinsky
Development and  
Administrative Associate 

Madeline Upson
Communications and  
Development Manager 

ARAVA INSTITUTE FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

SENIOR STAFF

Dr. Tareq Abu Hamed
Executive Director 

Eliza Mayo 
Deputy Director 

Maia Ebrams 
Finance Director 

Cathie Granit
Program Director

Dr. Jessica Schäckermann
Academic Director

Dr. David Lehrer 
Director, Center for Applied 
Environmental Diplomacy 

Diana Spinrad
Development Director

Reut Parnes
Director, Short Programs 

Dr. Suleiman Halasah  
and Dr. Rina Kedem
Co-Directors, Jordan-Israel Center for 
Community, Environment, & Research

Dr. Oren Hoffman
Director, Center for  
Sustainable Agriculture

Dr. Miri Lavi-Neeman
Director, Center for Hyper-Arid  
Socio-Ecology

Dr. Clive Lipchin 
Director, Center for Transboundary  
Water Management 

Dr. Elise Machline 
Director, Center for Climate Change 
Policy and Research 

Dr. Tali Zohar
Director, Center for Renewable Energy 
and Energy Conservation 
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Tareq Abu Hamed
David Arfin
Janine Biskind 
Dan Caine
David Camp

Brett Cohen
Joseph Eppstein
Amy Goldman
Sheldon Kahn
Rachel Kalikow

Craig Margolis
Mindy Radler 
Glickman
Nancy Reichman
Howie Rodenstein

Marcee Samberg
Steven Sanderson
Karen Schapiro
Peter Wexler

Debra Aaron
Tareq Abu Hamed
Eman Ansari
David Arfin
Eric Berzon
Janine Biskind
Gwen Borowsky
Dan Caine
David Camp
Frank Chudnow
Brett Cohen
Joseph Eppstein
Neal Epstein

Aaron Frank
Cerri Friedman
Amy Goldman
Richard Goldman
Adam Goldstein
Ethan Grossman
Jon Harris-Shapiro
Sam Hendler
Ben Isgur
Brenda Jaffe
David Jaffe
Sheldon Kahn
Rachel Kalikow

Zachary 
Korenstein
Gary Korus
Michael Marcus
Craig Margolis
Jennifer Markowitz
Richard Mintz
Anat Moskowitz
Maya Negev
Mandy Patinkin
Saul Pilchen
Mindy Radler 
Glickman

Nancy Reichman
Hershel Richman
Shai Robkin
Howie Rodenstein
Hillel Salomon
Marcee Samberg
Steven Sanderson
Karen Schapiro
Irene Schwieger 
Whitcombe
Peter Wexler
David Yaffe

Yosef Abramowitz
Mehnaz Afridi
Mohammed Atwa
Sonia Cummings
Steven Drysdale
Brock Evans
Barry Fierst

Karen Fierst
Jonathan Fishman
Bernard Friedman
Vivian Fuhrman
Audrey Galex
Steve Greenberg
Daniel Kayne

Jonathan  
Sebastian Leo
Yaron Marcus
Glenda Minkin
Eric Pallant
Nigel Savage
Stuart Schoenfeld

Jonathan Schorsch
Melvin Simon
Bruce Stanger
Lindsay (Butch) 
Weaver
Nolan Zail

FRIENDS OF THE ARAVA INSTITUTE 
LEADERSHIP (AS OF JULY 1, 2024)

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

ADVISORY BOARD



1320 Centre Street, Suite 206
Newton Centre, MA 02459 
arava.org

http://arava.org

